Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 




\ 



.ASS 







V". 

3 



* 



k 



r 



6 -f~/fil 



AN 



APOLOGY 



FOR 



MILLENNIAL DOCTRINE. 



r^ PREREQUISITES FOR THIS STUDY: SOURCE, NATURE, AND DE- 

^ OREE OF THE EVIDENCE.' OVERTHROW OF ANTICHRISTIAN 

V^ KINGDOMS! AND ELEVATION OF THE CHURCH TO UNIVERSAL, 

' AND PERPETUAL EXTERNAL POWER. 



In a preceding department of this Apology I have vindicated 
the doctrine of the primitive church, on the subject of the 
Millenial Reign, from those objections of alleged previous tm- 
prob ability, which prevent an equitable treatment of the scrip- 
tural evidence. In no cause is the removal of such prejudices 
more necessary than in this, nor more profitable when effected. 

In order, however, to a clear perception and full apprecia- 
tion of the evidence, not only must the mind be dispossessed 
of prejudices which render it hostile to the truth; it is addi- 
tionally requisite, that it be positively occupied with principles 
which generate a disposition in its favour. This maxim our 
Lord has stated, in reference to the reception of his religion 
in general, in these noticeable words, "if any man willeth [or 
is willinfA to do His will, he shall know of the doctrine whe- 
ther it oe of God, or whether I speak of myself. "~ I shall, 
therefore, previously state and illustrate a few principles with 
which the mind must be thus pre-occupied, in order to perceive 
the justness of our conclusions; — principles not entirely peculiar 
to a millenarian spirit indeed, although characteristic of it in 
a superior degree. 

1. The first is nothing more than the rudimental principle 
of all religion, the belief that this world is the property of 
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God, and that he beholds with indignation, the conduct of all 
who defile and abuse it. Now, an acknowledgment of this, 
comparatively slight, will serve the purpose of the common 
faith, when it is only many hundreds or thousands of years 
hence, that he is imagined as interfering for judgment. A 
God "far off" may suffice for such views, but our system de- 
mands, at every point, the belief of a God "near at hand." — 
We proclaim the gate of Heaven already thrown open, and the 
Almighty coming out of his place to do a marvellous work 
among the children of men; that not long shall matters be per- 
mitted to proceed as they do at present; that the world is on 
the eve of being revolutionized to its centre; and so near, that 
some, if not many of the generation now living may survive to 
feel the shock of this earth, when smitten by the sceptre of 
God.* It is obvious — many must feel it — that for the belief 
of all this, there is requisite a much stronger conviction of the 
presiding government of the Most High than is common in 
the professedly religious community; the great multitude so 
thinking of Him, as if he concerned himself but little, if at 
all, about the methods of governments and trade, about the 
spirit of literature, or the tone of manners, but left all these 
things to statesmen and merchants, and men of learning and 
fashion, to dispose of them as they please, — observing men 
only in their individual capacities, and having no purpose to 
reckon with them, till, what they call, the end of time, when 
the world shall have in a manner died of itself through ex- 
haustion and old age, — without coming down in the midst of 
its career, to confound its institutions of crime, and sweep 
their apostate and rebellious upholders away in his wrath, and 
make all the administration of the earth his own. — Among 
such circumscribers of the Sovereignty of God, if circumscribe 
it they could, there is no hope of our cause succeeding. There 
is not that in them of a reverence for Jehovah's Godhead to 
which we can* appeal in our exposition of his word; and they 
must be delivered over to learn the truth in that great day, 
when the bursting forth of the gathered storm of his vengeance 
shall teach it them experimentally. — But with us men who do 
verily believe, that the Creator is interested in the world, as 
his own world, — interested in the whole of its management, 

* "Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth with fury, a continuing 
whirlwind; it shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked. The fierce 
anger of the Lord shall not return until he have done, and until he have 
performed the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it." 
"For the Lord shall rise up as in mount Perazim, He shall be wroth as in the 
valley of Gibeou, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to- 
pass his act, his strange act. Now, therefore, be ye not mockers, lest your 
bands be made strong. For I have heacd of the Lord God of Hosts a, con- 
sumption, even determined on the whole earth." Jer. xxx. and Isaiah xxviii. 
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that he may have out of it his lawful revenue of glory; who. 
believe, that because of sin he once deluged it above the moun- 
tains; and who treat it as no fabulous tradition, but as sound 
and authentic history, that he rained down a torrent of sul- 
phurous fire on Sodom and Gomorrah; — with those inquirers 
who devoutly believe, that the Eternal is nationally an avenger 
of national wickedness, ever rebuking it in his anger as it 
again gathers strength, we shall not despair of proselytes, so 
far as the approach of desolating judgments forms a part of our 
system. We shall refer them to abominations,- — to blasphemy, 
oppression, and licentiousness, — as impious, cruel, impure, and 
abounding — perpetrated and poured forth in a torrent by the 
nations of Europe, as can ever have been those, either of the 
Antediluvians, or of the inhabitants of the cities of the Plain, 
and deeply aggravated through defiance of the light of the 
Gospel. And then we shall appeal to them, If they suppose 
that the Lord is less concerned about his glory than he was in 
times of old; that he has relaxed in his holiness; and that his 
miracles of judgment are exhausted? Or, if it appear to them, 
that, after all the time during which Satan has had the Prince- 
dom, it would be too soon for God to arise, and scatter the re- 
bellion of evil-doers? — In this manner we shall have them pre- 
pared for an honest treatment of the divine oracles, without 
any sceptical poetizing, and evaporating into smoke of their 
proclamation; or erroneous and self-contradictory dating of its 
fulfilment, when the earth stands threatened with unutterable 
woe, speedily to be inflicted.* 

2. The second principle requisite for an appreciation of 
millenarian exposition, is, an enlarged view of the Redeemer's 
purchase and work. — It is consolatory to find that there are 
now so many, who believe that Christ was substituted and died 
in the room of the whole of the human race, in such a man- 
ner, that the church, as the depositary of the proclamation of 
mercy, is bound to go forth, and, in the name of her Lord, 
offer for acceptance the Redemption of our Faith to all with- 
out exception. But it is not this species of the extent of the 

* Wherever there is a threatening of calamity in the prophetic oracles, 
there are many, saying, Peace, Peace, when yet the fact is, that all is war and 
its rumours, who would either mollify it into a promise of the destruction of 
Amic\knsua.n principles merely; or, who so misapply the chronology, that, ac- 
cording to their reckoning, there are three or four thousand years, for which 
there is no note of warning in the revelation of God*s purposes, concerning 
judgments to be inflicted on the nations, though partly the period of their most 
violent iniquity. First, by antedating the fulfilment, they cast the greater part 
back on the Babylonish captivity, the tyranny of Antiochus, the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans, and the wars of Constantine; And then, by post- 
dating, they remove the remaining part forward to, what they call, the end of 
the earth. So that, from Constantine's time, to the final judgment, prophecy 
is clear of a threat, and the wicked rejoice in security. 
55 
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object of his death and work to which I at present refer. The 
views of many, so far as this point is concerned, are full and 
scriptural, while yet they have no capacity for receiving mil- 
lennial doctrine, through limited views of the various particulars 
of the object of his redemption, and in consequence of not 
reckoning, that this redemption is commensurate with the 
curse of the Fall, and will take universal effect, except where 
the obstinate unbelief of men renders their personal salvation, 
as accountable beings, a moral impossibility. — The system de- 
mands, (and no one need attempt to learn it who does not 
willingly concede the point,) that the blood of Christ be reck- 
oned not only as justly-sufficient, but designed, for the pur- 
chase of this earth, and all that it contains; that appointed to 
the office of destroying the work of the Devil, he must meet 
him with restoration in every particular of destruction; that 
as the Second Adam he has secured the right to the Patri- 
archal rule of all the inhabitants of this globe, yea, even to the 
proprietorship of its soil, its plants, and irrational tribes;* that 
he holds the title of all in his hand, signeted by the seal of 
God, and that he shall come to put his right into such sove- 
reign execution, that, in looking back from eternity on the 
history of this world, there shall be nothing discernible of 
which it can be said, that the Son of Man possessed it not. — 
To enlarge on this interesting subject at present, would be an 
improper anticipation of our argument. I have said enough 
for explaining how it is that larger views than are common, 
respecting the extent of the Redeemer's purchase, are requi- 
site for this study. 

3. In like manner it demands more enlarged views of the 
Ageney of the Holy Ghost. — Besides inculcating all that the 
system of our opponents embraces respecting operations on the 
soul of man, ours comprehends much of material restitution 
and transformation. — 'Now,' say many, as if it were a suffi- 
cient objection to our views, <the millennium shall be specially 
a dispensation of the Spirit;' and they quote, with an emphasis 
of conclusive argument, such Scriptures as this, "Not by 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord." 
Those who make such objections have need to be taught the 
very rudiments of theology, — the difference between a work 
of the Spirit of God, and a work on the spirit of man. Know 
they not that the Holy Ghost works in various ways, being 
ever attendant on the Father and Son, as the Executor of their 
purposes, whatever these purposes may be? And, according- 
ly, have they not read that it was the Spirit who performed 
the material work of agitating into life the dead elements of 

* Compare Psalm viii., with Hebrews chap. ii. 
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the chaos; of garnishing the Heavens; of incarnating our Lord; 
of curing the deaf, the dumb, the halt, and the blind; of mag- 
nifying the loaves and fishes for the hungry; and of raising 
Lazarus, yea, our Lord himself, from the grave? Do they 
expect their own Resurrection to be effected by any other 
power than that of the Holy Ghost? Or do they expect a 
resurrection of the body at all? I ask not this in the way of 
taunt, but in sober earnest The pharisees were not more un- 
believing in carnalizing all, than are many at the present day 
in spiritualizing all; and we had need be zealous in declaring 
for God, that he is Lord of matter as well as of mind. 

4. The nobility of the Christian church, is the fourth cir- 
cumstance which I notice, as necessarily to be well appreciated 
by those who would study this system successfully. — Our 
prospect is, that this church, from her present state of contempt 
and depression, shall yet rise ascendant over every institution 
of man, to wield, under the guidance of her Lord, the sceptre 
of universal empire. — Now, it is obvious, that there are few 
who have formed such an estimate of her excellence as to per- 
ceive any fitness and propriety in her being thus exalted. I 
need not here insist on the views which kings and nobles, and 
merchants " and philosophers, take of that spiritual establish- 
ment of faith, and prayer, and contrition of heart, the majority 
of whose members are reared in cottage obscurity, and dis- 
ciplined in conventicles, — amid poverty, and in ignorance of 
all but the politics, the science, and the poetry of the Bible; — 
the most piteous and painful circumstance in the whole of the 
matter, is, that many of these poor ones themselves apparently 
allow, that the great, the wealthy, and the learned, are war- 
ranted to undervalue them. They somewhat feel, that, being 
low-born and poor, the church of Christ is enough for them; 
whereas, were they rich, and of elevated birth, and versed in 
human learning, a place might be needed for them in the courts 
of kings, and in the legislature of nations; — so they go a-won- 
dering after the great ones of this earth, and are abashed in 
their presence. — It is impossible that such persons as these can 
enter into our millenarian hopes, or even refrain from con- 
demning us .for our presumption. But, with men of discern- 
ment, who can look through the veil of humiliation which is 
at present cast over the Christian, and perceive what he truly 
is in grandeur and consequence; that however vulgar, poor, 
and illiterate he be, in the estimation of a carnal and infidel 
world, he is yet of royal birth, — a prince in disguise, a brother 
of Christ, a son and an heir of God; and that placed by the 
aide of an irreligious man, howsoever high, in rank or famed 
for learning, he is incomparably the more noble of the two, 
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and the more worthy to be sought after for the honour and 
profit of his acquaintance: — With men of devotional contem- 
plation, we have lively hopes of the success of our instructions, 
who having first raised their eyes to admire and adore the 
majesty of the Redeemer as King of kings, will then survey 
the church in the character of his Bride. How noble must 
she be, to whom the Son of God is related as a Bridegroom! 
Her prerogatives are in truth divine. Who that discerns this 
in the church shall wonder at our description of the magnifi- 
cence of her prospects, that we should sing of her the^Lord 
shall come, and, to the confusion of all her scorners, acknow- 
ledge her his Own, and exalt her and magnify her above every 
human institution? — above all their schools, and colleges, and 
parliaments, and royal families, and place her by his side on 
his throne as his well beloved Queen whom he delighteth to 
honour. Bethink yourself, reader, and try yourself by this 
test. A consciousness of nobility is characteristic of the dis- 
cfpleship of Christ. Look with pity on an ungodly man, how- 
soever eminent he may otherwise be for station, learning, and 
wealth. There is a mystery of greatness in God, and, there is 
also a mystery in the Saint whom he has redeemed. 

5. I observe in the fifth place, that a conviction of God's 
having a peculiar favour for the Hebrew nation, is a necessary 
principle for pursuing millenarian study with success. There 
are many who associate nothing with the name of a Jew but 
avarice and knavery. And there are others who take credit 
to themselves for being exceedingly libera], when they grant 
him toleration, to be spiritually converted. From such per- 
sons we can expect no favour, but rather to be stigmatized and 
denounced, as guilty of carnal Judaizing. But with men who 
reflect what an object of divine favour Abraham must have 
been, when the Lord looking down from Heaven could descry 
on all the earth none faithful but himself: — with men who have 
thoroughly examined the terms of that covenant which was 
sworn to him concerning his offspring; — who have noted its 
renewal to Isaac, and its confirmation to Jacob;— *-who have 
traced its forthgoings in the redemption from Egypt, the 
recovery from Babylon, and their preservation till the present 
hour:— in a word, who have pondered the Apostolic doctrine, 
that "they are beloved for the Fathers' sakes" — with such 
men as these we doubt not we shall obtain credit, when we 
anticipate of Israel that he shall arise and break the strength 
of his persecutors, and that re-established in the land of his 
fathers, all their proud kingdoms shall be the tributaries of 
his national sceptre. "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye 
men of Israel: I will help thee, saith the Lord, even thy Re- 
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deemer, the Holy One of Israel, Behold, I will make thee 
a new sharp thrashing instrument having teeth: thou shalt 
thrash the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the 
hills as chaff. Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry 
them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: but thou 
shalt rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory in the Holy One of 
Israel. For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord 
of Hosts, that I will break his yoke from off his neck, and will 
burst his bands, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of 
him, but they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their 
king whom I will raise up for them. He shall have dominion 
also, from sea to sea, and from the River unto the ends of the 
earth: They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before 
him, and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tar* 
shish and the Isles shall bring presents; the kings of Seba and 
Sheba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before 
him; all nations shall serve him. Blessed be the Lord God, 
the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things!" 

6. The last principle, of which I take notice, as essential to 
a successful study of the millenarian scheme, is reverence of 
the Bible, as the inspired testimony of God. — There are many 
who are possessed of so much of this reverence for these scrip- 
tures as implicitly to bow to their authority, when they record 
the History of the past; but who are yet lamentably deficient 
of it, in the treatment of their Prediction of what shall be in 
future; and, hence, can tamper most unwarrantably with the 
majesty of their expressions and descriptions, in an endeavour 
to resolve all their mystery into matters which human sagacity 
might have calculated would eventually happen. It is not 
among the demi-infidels of Germany alone that the neologian 
spirit prevails; it is prevalent in the churches of Britain also; 
— the only difference being, that, when the former naturalize 
away the divine testimony respecting wonders done of old; 
the latter spiritualize it away respecting wonders yet to be per- 
formed. The test of a man's reverence for the Bible is, the 
treatment he gives its prophecies. He might rationally believe 
in a miracle already wrought, on testimony merely human, 
but, for dependence on what shall happen hereafter, he must 
have the testimony of God. Accordingly, I am persuaded 
that experience and observation will largely prove, that a study 
and reception of unfulfilled prophecy in its literal sense, has 
ever had the effect of increasing veneration for all Scripture; 
whereas the spiritualizing system has had the effect of under- 
mining and diminishing that veneration athwart the whole of 
its contents. I must be allowed, at least, to declare my own 
experience. Whatever be the subject, the expressions, the 
55* 
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verba ipsisrima, of inspiration, I feel to bare greater force than 
what I was formerly disposed to allow them. 

i 
I have thus briefly illustrated some general principles of 

Theology, which it is necessary to entertain in order to an 
appreciation of the correctness of our interpretations. I find 
it however to be still further requisite, before entering on the 
argument, that I make a few observations, on the Source, the 
Nature, and the Degree of such evidence as it is proposed to 
adduce as sufficient for establishing the truth of our system. 

I. In the First Place, respecting the Source of this evidence, 
I observe, that it is to a great extent, though by no means 
exclusively, derived from the writings of the Old Testament. 
It indicates great ignorance, to suppose that all our system is 
built on a chapter or two of the Revelation of the Apostle John. 
There have been persons who, having made a most infidel 
attempt to disprove the canonical authority of that book, ima- 
gine they have done enough to silence us for ever. No, foolish 
men, the task you have prescribed yourselves is not so soon 
finished, if the denial of the inspiration and authenticity of the 
evidence we bring forward be the forlorn hope of your oppo- 
sition. Having commenced with the Apocalypse you must 
cancel largely in the Gospels, the Acts and the Epistles. But 
particularly, having turned to the Old Testament, there are 
but few chapters of its Prophecy which you will leave undis- 
figured by your erasures. Now when they find that it is not 
the Apocalypse alone, as they at first ignorantly imagined, on 
which we rest our belief, but that we make an extensive use 
of the writings of the Old Testament, 'What,* they ask in 
surprise, 'have Christians to do with that antiquated volume? 
It has been entirely superseded by the New. It may be studied 
at a leisure hour in a way of amusement or antiquarian curi- 
osity, but for valuable instruction it is useless, except it be in 
arguing with the infidel, to prove that Jesus of Nazareth was 
predicted of Old. But at his Ascension its prophecy was ex- 
hausted; or, at furthest, at Pentecost; or say, the conversion 
of Cornelius, or perhaps the destruction of Jerusalem; or at 
some other time which we are sure must have already elapsed; 
for who can endure the thought of any of the prophecies of 
the Old Testament remaining to be fulfilled in our own day? 
Could prophets ever foresee to such a distance? And could 
an age so philosophic as ours permit a visitation of miracles.' 
—In opposition to all such derogatory views of the Old Testa- 
ment, we maintain, that it continues the great Standard Reve- 
lation of God's Will to the world; and that the principal light 
in which the New should be studied is, that it falls into the 
bosom of the Old to illustrate but a part of it; while the Ori- 
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ginai Revelation extends and stretches away beyond it, with 
its more ample testimony concerning the approaching re-erec- 
tion, and glory of the tabernacle of David.* Let not our 
opponents say that we run into the extreme of error opposite 
to theirs, by derogating from the importance of the New Tes- 
tament Though we account it a part only of revelation, yet 
is it the dearest and most interesting to our hearts; — that part 
of the Old which it especially developes, being the sinner's 
ransom, the humiliation of his Lord, and the method of justi- 
fication by faith in His obedience unto death. 

IL In the Second Place, respecting the nature of the evi- > 
dence, I observe, that it consists of the Scriptures interpreted 
literally, except where a necessity, or clear propriety, is shewn, 
for departing from this natural course. t In the first instance, 
we deal with the Bible as with any other book of sound in- 
struction. We do not substitute a recondite meaning for one 
that is obvious. When it appears to declare one thing, we do 
not receive it as signifying another. « For instance, when it 
mentions Israel and Judah, the ThroneJ of David, and the •, 
Coming of the Son of Man, we receive it as signifying these : 
very things. A stranger to the ways of scholastic theologians 
would say, all this is surely most rational. But no, say our 
opponents, such plain dealing with the Word of God is preg- 
nant with mischief. And misapplying and misquoting the 
Scripture, "the letter killeth," they affirm, "the Spirit alone 
giveth life. ,J They therefore tax their ingenuity in the in- 
vention of secret meanings, which, after all, are sometimes far 
from being spiritual. The Coming of the Son of Man, they 
allege, does not mean the Coming of the Son of Man by any 
means, but the Coming of the Romans, or the Coming of 
Death, or the Coming of any thing which the fancy most con- 
ceits, save and except, of the Son of Man himself; — the men- 
tion of his name is enough to exclude the thought of Him, 
when all other things not being mentioned, it is lawful to ex- 
amine their claims. The Throne of David too, according to 
this system of interpreting the Scripture by contraries, does 
not mean David's throne at all; but the human heart, or the 
throne in Heaven of the Eternal Father. Neither does Jeru- 

* 1 have qualified this sentence by using the word principal. In the course 
of our argument I shall shew that the New Testament contains many precious 
intimations of millennial glory* But the greater part of them serve chiefly as 
notes in the chronology, directing us when to resume the Old Testament, 
after having laid it down awhile for studying in the New, the intervening 
scene of humiliation, whether of the Saviour himself, or his church conformed 
to him in affliction. 

t A litera non recedendum sine necessitate. Axiomata Critica. 

t To anticipate an objection, I here remark, that the term Throne, has, in all 
languages, passed into a literal one, for directly expressing royal dominion. 
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salem signify Jerusalem, but what in many cases is thousands 
of miles distant from it, for it signifies the Church. And as 
for that carnal notion of Israel and Judah signifying Israel and 
Judah, we are told we must believe the very opposite, for they 
principally signify Gentiles. - 

In different circumstances such a system might require no 
other exposure, than what is contained in the statement of its 
perversions. Through long establishment, however, the feel- 
ing of its absurdity having been worn away, to such an extent, 
in fact, as to make figurative interpretation the general rule, 1 

and such as is literal, the exception to be proved,* a few stric- 
tures on it appear absolutely necessary. 

(1.) I remark then, in the first place, that, according to this 
mode of dealing with the Word of God, it is impossible either 
to prove any opinion true, or disprove it as erroneous. When, 
as an orthodox believer, you stand forward to support your 
doctrine on any point with the Scripture literally interpreted, 
— 'The letter killeth, you know/ says the adversary, <and since 
you are ever spiritualizing in opposition to millenarians, you 
cannot consistently refuse me similar liberties in opposing 
yourself.' For example; these expressions of the Apostle re- 
specting our Lord, "by him were all things created that are 
in heaven, and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things 
were created by him," are frequently quoted against the 
Socinian, to prove the derogatory nature of his views of the 
person of the Son of God, when he inculcates the doctrine of 
his mere humanity. But give the heretic the use of the prin- 
ciple we oppose: with what force might he not reply to our 
opponents, — 'you say that in prophecy which has not been 
literally fulfilled, Jerusalem must be spiritualized as signify- 
ing the Church; and Israel and Judah as signifying differ- 
ent classes of the members of that Church; and is not my 
authority equally good for spiritualizing the "all things" said 
to have been created by Jesus of Nazareth, as signifying the, 
Christian dispensation of which he is the original prophet; and 
the "thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers," as sig- 
nifying the various office-bearers of the Church, such as the 
preachers, elders, deacons, &c. whom, in his prophetical wis- 
dom, he has appointed for its administration?'* — Or, again, 
when these words of the Saviour, "I came down from heaven," 
are urged as proof of his pre-incarnate glory, how could our 
opponents resist the force of the rejoinder? — 'it is not nearly 

* Whereas to all candid critics the true state of the matter will on reflection 
appear to be, that it is our opponents on whom the burden of proof lies, to 
shew the necessity for departing from the literal meaning; and not on us, to 
shew the necessity for abiding by it; though in the greater number of instances 
we are not unwilling gratuitously to undertake the task. 
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so fantastical for me to explain this by a reference to the 
miraculous mission of the inspired prophet, as it is for you to 
say, that "the Coming of the Son of Man in the clouds of 
Heaven," is figurative phraseology for expressing the Coming 
of the Romans?* Besides, when all parties might be agreed 
that the oracle is to be spiritualized, or interpreted figuratively, 
By what standard is the proper interpretation to be determined? 
The Socinian spiritualizes one way; the Calvinist, another; the 
Quaker, a third; the Swedenborgian, a fourth; and many 
others, a fifth, and a sixth, &c. Who, or what, is to be made 
the arbiter? It cannot be some other declaration of Scripture 
parallel to the particular one under discussion; for that other 
is subject to be spiritualized also, according to each one's fancy 
and caprice. You may turn any thing into a Bible on this 
principle. You may spiritualize Goldsmith's History of Eng- 
land, and make it the text book of a System of Theology. 

(2.) I therefore remark, in the second place, that, in every 
other controversy with professed Christians of deficient or 
erroneous creed, — with Sociniaris, with Universalists, &c. — 
the appeal is made to the Scripture interpreted literally. Re- 
condite meanings are disowned and disallowed, and the stand 
is taken on the grammatical signification of the terms. And 
why, we remonstrate, do so many make a change of principle 
whenever they approach the millennial question? Wherefore 
is every regular canon of interpretation for a time suspended, 
that they may secure the demolition of our hopes? What is 
there in these hopes so wicked, that all this misrepresentation, 
and perverted scholarship, is legalised in the attempt to refute 
them? Whence this shew of favour for the Mohammedan 
usurper, as if he were some ancient ally of the Christian; and 
this abhorrence of the thought, that the wandering and home- 
less Jew should regain the land of his fathers, as if Abraham 
were held at enmity? Is the royalty of the Church to be de- 
precated as a despotism? Is the speedy Resurrection of the 
Saints to be deprecated as an evil? Is it a matter of holy pro- 
priety that the disciple should deprecate the speedy Advent of 
his Lord? — Ah! I cannot help suspecting that there is some- 
thing dangerously wrong with the heart, wherever these ex- 
pectations are opposed with sneers, or with attenuated, artificial, 
fallacious, reasoning. Were the Church as a Bride faithful in 
her love, she would rather treat with indulgence the report of 
the speedy return of her Betrothed; than bend her whole 
strength to the proof, that it is a long journey on which the 
Bridegroom has departed.* 

(3.) I remark, in the third place, that, when it is to the 

* See Prov. vii. 19. which admits of being searchingly spiritualized. 
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literal acceptation our opponents refer in disputing with the 
heretic, more strictly, if possible, is this their method in deal- 
ing with the infidel, and especially on this very field. No 
department of the external evidence of the divine inspiration 
of the Scriptures affords so much of cogent argument as that 
of prophecy fulfilled. Well, is it a figurative fulfilment with 
the exhibition of which we would persuade the infidel, and if 
he will not be persuaded, the testimony of which we leave 
with him for his curse? He would scorn us if it were. If 
the prediction declared that Jerusalem should be destroyed; 
we point him to the literal ruins of the literal Jerusalem. If 
it declared that Israel should be dispersed, yet not consumed; 
we point him to the literal dispersion of the literal Israel, 
when, as a people of unmingled blood, they mingle in the mer- 
chandise of the markets of the Gentiles.* When in the same 
oracle, then, it may be predicted, that Jerusalem shall be re- 
built, and Israel restored, let the roughest or nicest consistency 
judge of that interpretation in which it is maintained, that the 
rebuilding and restoration are to be spiritualized, and appro- 
priated for the Church.t How preposterous is the principle, 
that all prophecy hitherto fulfilled is to be interpreted literally, 
but that all awaiting fulfilment is to be interpreted figuratively! 
Have we not reason for suspecting that there is a spirit of un- 
belief at the bottom of all this? as if they doubted, were a 
literal interpretation insisted on, that the fulfilment would ever 
be made, and they be exposed for their credulity to the laugh 
of the scorner. Whereas out of any thing, at any time, they 
can shape a spiritual fulfilment; although it should be a revival 
of religion in America, which they construct into the rebuild- 
ing of the walls of Jerusalem; or the conversion of a few Hot- 
tentots and New Zealanders, in which they discover the resto- 
ration of the tribes of Judah and Ephraim. 

Having made these explanations, it may now be asked, Do 
we entirely reject all figurative interpretation, except where 
the necessity of the case demands it? So far from this is our 
conduct removed, that there is no class of expounders given so 
largely to typifying and spiritualizing. It is not because the 
opposite party do so much in this way that we find fault with 
them; but because they do so little in the other way. We con- 
join the two. We have the advantage of all their spiritual in- 
terpretation, and of a literal in addition. We begin with the 

* Where the study of Bishop Newton's Dissertations may be considered a 
task too laborious, the work of the Rev. A. Keith will afford a supply of in- 
teresting proof, of the literal manner in which prophecy has hitherto been ful- 
filled. See also Mr. Begg's admirable Tract on tne subject. 

t Besides, what are we to understand by the rebuilding of the Spiritual 
Church? Was it ever demolished? Mat. xvi. 18. 
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literal, but we do not end with it In the destruction of ancient 
Babylon, for instance, we find an earnest of the literal over- 
throw of the kingdoms of Europe; and in the overthrow of 
these again, we find an assurance of the abolition of Anti- 
christian principles. In like manner, when we interpret so as 
to believe, that Jerusalem shall be rebuilt; in the literal fulfil- 
ment we expect an external symbol of the spiritual prosperity 
of the Church. And more than this, we do not hesitate for a 
moment to allow, that the spiritual meaning is of greater in> 
portance than the literal; inasmuch as the antitype is superior 
to the type; the subject symbolized, to the symbol; and the 
end, to the means. Only, we avoid the inconsistency of ex- 
pecting the antitype, without the precedence of the type; the 
subject symbolized, without the existence of the symbol; and 
the end, without the means being put into operation. 

Let these remarks suffice, in the mean time, for a general 
account of our principles of interpretation. Afterwards they 
will be more distinctly illustrated, and modified in their appli- 
cation to particulars. 

III. The Third general question, on the subject of the evi- 
dence we propose to adduce, refers to its Degree. In a pre- 
ceding department of this Apology for the Millennial faith of 
the Primitive Church, I have sufficiently answered the objec- 
tion which many make to it, on account of our being unable to 
satisfy them, in answer to a thousand minute inquiries dictated 
by captiousness or idle curiosity.* My reply was, that every 
candid mind will be satisfied with prominent and general land- 
marks of hope, and wait in patience till the event shall cast 
light on particulars. 

Still it may be asked, if, even in supporting these leading 
points of our system, we be prepared to claim the character of 
demonstration for our evidence. — Before answering this ques- 
tion, let me again interrogate our opponents, how it fares with 
their conviction on some, yea the whole, of the most interest- 
ing doctrines of their respective creeds? I allude not to such 
questions as those which respect the Government of the Church, 
and the administration of Baptism. Whichever side any per- 
son may have espoused in those disputes,—- whether he be an 
Episcopalian, a Presbyterian, or an Independent; or whether 
he be a Psedobaptist, or an Antipcedobaptist,— I would rank 
him low on the scale of intellect, or high on the scale of 
bigotry, were he to declare, that he encounters no difficulty 
whatever in upholding his system. This at the least may be 
said, the person who declares that, on these and many other 

* See, Statement of the dobtrine, and Removal of unfavourable Preposses- 
sions, -p. 13. 
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important subjects, his mind is never perplexed, instead of 
doing his cause service, injures and disparages it By all re- 
flecting men he would be regarded as more intelligent, if not 
more conscientious, and his advocacy would be listened to with 
greater respect, if, at the very time he stated and maintained 
his sentiments, he avowed, that to some of the objections made 
against them he was unable to give satisfactory answers; that, on 
examining the Scriptures, it has been only through a preponder- 
ance of testimony in favour of one side he has come to a determi- 
nation of some questions — that he has decided according to the 
higher probability. Not that he profanely ventures to charge the 
Word of God with self-contradiction, and with bearing opposite 
testimonies in different parts of its record; butthat, to his limited 
faculties and deficient information, there is, in some cases, an 
appearance of difficulty which he is unable to remove: so that 
the only resource for him, as a believer of that Book which a 
thousand evidences proclaim divine, is to adopt that doctrine 
to which its testimony is given most clearly and abundantly. 

I take it for granted that this is a course of mental discipline 
through which every intelligent Christian has passed. I there- 
fore proceed to remonstrate: When a high degree of proba- 
bility is considered sufficient for determining other articles of 
faith, Whence this partial dealing, that many demand the 
clearness and certainty of a geometrical demonstration in order 
to the belief of the millennial system? And, that, when after 
long searching they have discovered a verse or an expression 
which we confess we cannot explain, or with our proposed ex- 
planation of which they are not satisfied, they shall shout 
victory, and proclaim us defeated; at a time too, when that 
very expression is probably a perplexing one to themselves?* 
We call for an equitable judgment; — that the same degree of 
evidence be received as satisfactory on this subject, which is 
received as conclusive on others. Let the higher probability 
determine the question, and we are confident, that, by candid 
and discriminating judges, it will be determined according to 
our views. Nay, the cause is not ours; we contend for the 
Lord. 

I now proceed to examine the evidence contained in < 

Daniel ii. 31 — 45. 

The Dream of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, as inter- 

* This is forcibly exemplified in the discussions on the passage occurring 
2 Pet. iii. 10—13. It undeniably presents us with great difficulties, but not 
greater than those with which itpresents the opposite party, when they deny 
that the New Heavens and New Earth promised in it, are the same with those 
promised at Isaiah Ixv. 17, which are undeniably millennial; and when they f 

maintain that the saints' inheritance shall be that Ancient Heaven, where the 
Saviour now resides, and which, they say, he shall never leave, but for the 
twenty-four hours of judgment. 
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preted by the prophet Daniel, I*as been expressively and beau- 
tifully characterized by Mede,*as being The Sacred Kalen- 
dar and Great Almanack of Prophecy, by the guidance 
of which all our millennial discussions must be conducted, if 
we would have them conducted successfully.* It stands thus: 



THE MONARCH'S DREAM. 

Thou, O king, sawest, and 
behold a great image. 

I. This Image's Head was 
of fine gold; 

II. His Breast and his Arms, 
of silver; 

III. His Belly and his Thighs, 
o/* brass; 

IV. His Legs of iron; — his 
Feet part of iron, and part of 

CLAY. 



THE PROPHET'S INTERPRETA* 
TION. 

Thou, king, art a king of 
kings .... thou art this head 
oftxold. 

After thee shall arise ANOTHER 
kingdom inferior to thee; 

And another third king- 
dom of Brass. .... 

And the fourth kingdom 

shall be strong as Iron 

And whereas thou sawest the 

feet and toes, part of Potter's 

Clay and part of Iron, the 

kingdom shall be divided. • • • 

And in the days of these kings 

SHALL THE GoD OF HEAVEN 
SET UP A KINGDOM, which shall 

never be destroyed. And the 
kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever. For- 
asmuch as thou sawest that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and that it brake 
in pieces the iron, the brass, the 
clay, the silver and the gold, the 
Great God hath made known to 
the king what shall come to pass 
hereafter; and the dream is cer* 
tain, and the interpretation there- 
of sure. 

* "For the true account of times in Scripture, we must have recourse to that 
Sacred Kalendar and Great Almanack of Prophecy, the Pour kingdoms of 
Daniel, which are a prophetical chronology of times, measured by the succes- 
sion of four principal kingdoms, from the beginning of the captivity of Israel, 
until the mystery of God should be finished; a course of time during which the 
Church, and Nation of the Jews, together with those whom by occasion of their 
unbelief God should surrogate in their room, was to remain under the bondage 

56 



V. Thou sawest till that a 
Stone was cut out with- 
out hands, which smote the 
Image on his feet of iron and 
clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the 
brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken to pieces together, and be- 
came like the chaff of the sum- 
mer thrashing-floors, and the 
wind carried mem away, that no 
plate was found for them. And 
the Stone that smote the 
image became a great 
Mountain and filled the 
whole earth. 
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The Image, viewed as a whole^ is emblematic of that system 
of Human rower — infidel, idolatrous, or antichristian — princi- 
pally affecting the interests of the children of Abraham and 
the disciples of Christ, which should have dominion on the 
earth, from the time of the captivity of Judah, to the era of 
the establishment of Divine Power ^ under the Reign of the Son 
of Man. 

When examined more particularly, we find that this Human 
Power should consist of a series of Four successive kingdoms, 
monarchies or empires, exhibited respectively under the em- 
blems of Gold, Silver, Brass, and Iron and Clay. 

The prophet himself expressly determines for us that the 
one symbolized by Gold was the empire of Babylon.* After 
this, the process for determining the application of the other 
symbols is a very simple one. It is merely to interrogate 
history, whether sacred or profane, What Power overturned 
and succeeded that of Babylon? The answer is, the Medo- 
Persian: That, therefore, was the kingdom or empire of 
Silver. Again, What Power overturned and succeeded that of 
Medo-Persia? The answer is, the Grecian: That, there- 
fore, was the kingdom or empire of Brass. Once more, What 
Power overturned and succeeded that of Greece? The answer 
is, the Roman: this, therefore, was the kingdom or empire of 
Iron. 

In the employment of the prophetic emblems for those vari- 
ous empires, there is a strikingly accurate adaptation to their 
respective characters. As in th4"metallic succession the mate- 
rials decrease in splendour, but increase in strength; so also 
in the imperial succession, the kingdoms decrease in pomp, but 
increase in power. There is something here which might 
make all infidels as well as Nebuchadnezzar be troubled on ac- 
count of this Image, in spite of all their affected sneering at 
our faith. They have grown ashamed of the falsehood that the 
Book of Daniel is a recent composition of Roman times; and 
the defence of their unbelief now is, that he was an exceeding- 
ly sagacious politician, so as to make a most successful guess 
at what would be the revolutions of empires, in all future ages. 
What an exquisite thing infidel Philosophy is! — Well, be it so. 
He whose sagacity foretold the empires of Silver, Brass, and 
Iron, has also predicted the empire of the Stone, by which all 

of the Gentiles, and oppression of Gentilism; but these times once finished, 
all the kingdoms of this world should become the Kingdom of our Lord and 
his Christ."— The Apostasy of the LaUer Times. 

* The words, "thou art this Head of Gold," were addressed to Nebuchad- 
nezzar; but that he was addressed as representing or personifying the whole 
of the Babylonish dynasty, is evident from what immediately follows; "after 
thee shall arise another kingdom (not king) inferior to thee." 
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infidelity, both of princes and subjects, shall be visited with 
the destroying judgments of an avenging God. 

As the Fourth or Roman Power descends in the course of 
time, its iron, according to the prophecy, should be mingled 
with clay, and become a divided empire, as symbolized by the 
toes of the Image. All this, protestant expositors agree, was 
verified in the irruption of the Gothic and other barbarous 
tribes from the north, their settlement in the midst of the 
Romans, and the partition of the empire into the various prin- 
cipalities of Modern Europe. And herein we are called to 
mark with admiration the superiority of the Bible in its politics, 
as in every thing else, to the speculations of uninspired men. 
Infidel historians discourse of the Roman empire having /a//en 
under those irruptions of the northern tribes; whereas Scrip- 
ture Prophecy represents it as having only undergone a modifi- 
cation; with what singular propriety let the philosophical his- 
torian judge. At all events, whatever may be the view taken 
by others, this must be the view of the Scriptural Politician.* 

Here at last is something in which we are directly interest- 
ed. The prophecy is now bearing on ourselves, [Britain,] as 
being, in company with the other kingdoms of Europe, part of 
the Fourth Empire of Iron and Clay. What are our national 
prospects? Let us not deny ourselves to the inquiry. It is 
conduct fit only for a child, to cover its eyes with its hands, 
and imagine that it is hidden from the danger, because the 
danger is hidden from it. The part which becomes wise men, 
is to acquaint themselves with the approaching evil, that they 
may be prepared for its visitation. For this deadness to in- 
quiry, indeed, in the conduct of the great majority, there 
would be some excuse were there nothing but the fallacious 
oracles of worldly politicians to which to resort for information; 
but when God has given us a sure word of prophecy, it is 
worse than foolish, it is deeply criminal, that they should re- 
main contented in their ignorance of what is coming on the 
earth. 

Shall this Roman empire then continue to stand for ever? 
*No surely* say the many, 'there will, be no Roman empire, in 
eternity, after the world has been burnt to nothing, and we 
have been all carried to heaven. 9 — But I ask again, shall Rome 

* Where faith is weak, I refer the sceptical to another representation, con- 
tained in this same Book, Chapter vii. verses 7, 23, and 24. Ten horns of 
power are represented as springing out of the head of the Fourth Beast, which 
Beast, expositors are again almost fully harmonized in regarding as emble- 
matic of the Roman empire; as the Lion, the Bear, and the Leopard, are re- 
spectively emblematic of the empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, ami Greece. 
The same representation is frequently made in the course of the Apocalypse. 
— See an excellent passage on the mingling of the Iron and Clay in Roos' 
Exposition of Daniel, p. 109. 
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stand much longer? Do you think she shall stand another 
century? When Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece were 
overturned, has Rome any plea to advance for exemption from 
the common fate of empires? Can the kingdoms of Europe 
of which she is composed; can any one of them; can Britain 
shew good cause, before the judgment-seat of God, in the con- 
duct either of her rulers or people, of her dominion having 
been so righteously exercised, that it should, any more than 
that of Babylon, the night it was sacked by Cyrus, be con- 
tinued to her another hour? — 'Well, after all,' say some, 'when 
we seriously think on the subject, it does not appear impossi- 
ble, we even venture to say it is not unlikely, that before the 
end of time Rome shall perish too.' — And is this the amount 
of your judgment? Is this all the warmth of your patriotism 
for the church of Christ? Is this the expression of the ardour 
of your hope for the happiness of the world? How much you 
have yet to learn of the character of God, as a God of holiness! 
He has declared, so as to leave no room for uncertainty in the 
mind of any believer, that, as Babylon, as Persia, and as Greece 
fell, so shall Rome fall also, and with a heavier fall; and that 
another empire, even a Fifth in the order of dominion over 
the world shall be advanced to her place, long before the time 
when many persons imagine the earth shall be blotted out from 
existence. This is not one of the points which is left to the 
determination of the higher probability: "The dream \& certain, 
and the interpretation thereof sure." 

It is properly at this point that the millenarian controversy 
commences; and although little confident in my own powers, 
yet greatly confident in the cause I have espoused, I submit 
to examination the following series of propositions, deduced 
from the prophecy under review, with the solemn demand, in 
the name of the Spirit of Truth, that no man reject them who 
cannot refute them as unscriptural. If he do, it is at his peril. 

Proposition First. The whole of the present dynasty of 
Roman Europe shall be abolished f in order to the establishment on 
this earth of the empire of the Stone. 

The time marches rapidly onward when there shall be no 
Italian, no French, no Spanish, no European power whatever; 
any more than there was Babylonish poweT, after the acces- 
sion of Medfo-Persia; or Persian power, after the accession of 
Qreece; or Grecian power, after the accession of Rome. The 
empire of the Stone shall take the place of the one of Iron and 
Clay, just as that of Iron took the place of the one of Brass; or 
that of Brass, the place of the one of Silver; or that of Silver, 
the place of the one of Gold: the only difference being, that 
the occupation made by the Stone shall be thorough and com- 
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plete; whereas, that made by each of the other, of the power 
of its predecessor, was partial and imperfect. Not only shall 
the power of the house of Bourbon be abolished, but the power 
of France shall be abolished* Not only shall the power of the 
house of Brunswick be abolished, but the power of Britain 
shall be abolished. She shall no longer be known and num- 
bered as an independent kingdom. She shall only be remem- 
bered as a Power that once was; and a special circumstance 
remembered of her shall be, notwithstanding all we vainly 
imagine of our excellence, that she formed part of that mystic 
Babylon in which Israel was oppressed, and the€hurch of the 
Redeemer abused and prostituted. 

Proposition Second. The abolition of Roman Power shall be 
made with violence. 

The Stone was seen ky Nebuchadnezzar to smite the feet of 
Iron and Clay, and break them to pieces. There can be little 
doubt that it was principally by this scene of vengeance that 
his mind was so much troubled. Otherwise, the dream was 
such as a king's fancy might be delighted with. 

Although the kingdoms of Europe were all of a holy cha- 
racter; although they were so many churches, and these as 
pure as the strictest sect of christians would prescribe; yet 
would the Lord come and abolish the system, and supplant it 
with one of surpassing glory. Although Israel had remained 
faithful to the Law, yet wduld the Redeemer have made his 
First Advent, and introduced a New dispensation, though the 
alteration of the former order would have been made in peace. 
In like manner a new dispensation awaits the world; for I con- 
fidently believe it to be one of the errors of the theology of 
our times, that many should assert of the present, that it is the 
last and best of the dispensations of the gospel covenant. The 
Jews had no greater reason for expecting a change would be 
made on their system, than we have for expecting one shall be 
made on ours. How stands it with the Scripture promise? 
Are we not given the prospect of something called the Bind- 
ing of Satan? — something called the First Resurrection? — 
something called the Reign of the Martyrs? — and something 
called the Coming of the Son of Man, to whom shall be given 
the dominion and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole Heaven? Let this prospect be figured and allegorized 
away as much as men dare; still will it amount not only to an 
improvement of the present dispensation, but the supplanting 
of it with a New, — as new compared with the one under which 
we now live, as is this when compared with what was the type 
of it in the days of Samuel and David. 
56* 
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An abolition then would have been made, holy and saintly 
though the character of the kingdoms of Europe had been. 
But oh how differently it would have come upon them in these 
circumstances, from the manner in which it is decreed to visit 
them on account of the multitude and aggravation of their 
iniquities! At Messiah's feet kings would have laid down 
their crowns, and bishops would have delivered up to him 
their pastoral staffs, rejoicing he had come, and exulting in the 
expectation, not that they would receive the same poor honours 
back from him, but a royalty and priesthood tfanscendently 
ennobling. It shall all be woefully the reverse. The Lord 
knows his own, and his own he will reward. But to Europe, 
as an Empire, he shall come as an Avenger of rebellion. "And 
the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 
and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bond- 
man, and every freeman, hid themselves in the dens and in 
the rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and 
roeks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the vyrath of the Lamb: for the 
Great Day of his vyrath is come; and who shall be able to 
stand?" 

These avenging judgments, with predictions of which the 
prophetic oracles are so largely occupied, may be studied at 
two points of view; First, as they are necessary for the vindi- 
cation of the Divine Government; and Secondly, as they are 
necessary for the welfare of the Church. 

I know not who was the first to make the observation, which 
has been so frequently repeated, — that national sin cannot be 
punished in Eternity, and must therefore be punished in Time. 
Whoever he may have been, he breathed for the time a spirit 
of superior theology. Some indeed have cavilled with the 
doctrine, but they have cavilled only. Private sins, and the 
part which individuals have taken in national sins, can be 
punished in Eternity, and thither we are referred for God's 
justification of his ways in dealing with them. But in the case 
of the grand united display of wickedness which a people may 
make, the justification must be made before their national capa- 
city is at end. Accordingly, Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, and 
the Old Jerusalem, were not allowed a peaceful exit from this 
world by a gradual decay, but were overthrown by signal 
judgments. So is it decreed for Rome. It shall be with her, 
as when the Angel took up a stone like a great millstone and 
cast it with violence into the sea. There is aloud call made 
on the holiness of the Almighty that it be with exemplary 
punishment he dismiss her from that stage, on which she has 
been playing so long her farces of wantonness, and enacting 
her tragedies of blasphemy and blood. 
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But independently of the forementioned reason, there is a 
necessity for the infliction of such judgments, in order to the 
proposed exaltation of the church. The entire frame of the 
policy of this world, — in its government, its domestic regimen, 
its merchandise, its literature, its fashions, its ecclesiastical 
policy not excepted, — is, to a great extent, inimical to the 
policy of that kingdom which the Holy God is about to erect 
for his Holy Child Jesus. And, without the assurance of pro- 
phecy, we might have calculated from its conduct in times 
past, and the spirit which it manifests at present, that the 
wicked will stand by their ungodly systems to the last. It 
was necessary Pharaoh should perish, and Babylon fall, in 
order to the redemption and; recovery of Israel. In like man- 
ner there is a necessity in the present age for the overthrow of 
ungodly men, before the church can enter into her millennial 
rest. It is over the bodies of her foes that the Lord will con- 
duct her into her inheritance. 

For entertaining such sentiments as those just expressed we 
are assailed not only by the abuse of the infidel, but of many 
who profess themselves the friends of religion. They denounce 
us as destitute of the spirit of the gospel; as being men who 
delight in destruction and blood; and whose unceasing cry of 
Woe, Woe to the World, is like that of the lunatic of old who 
perambulated the streets of Jerusalem. The charge I would 
answer seriously, Let it be remembered that the prediction of 
the supposed lunatic was verified, and dire was the woe which 
fell on the heads of the mockers of his augury. — In reply to 
the more serious part of the charge, First, 1 appeal with much 
confidence to the conduct of our brotherhood for evidence, 
that we are as tender-hearted, and delight as little in human 
misery, and as much in relieving it, as the most of our neigh- 
bours who charge us with cruelty of disposition. — Secondly y 
We proclaim approaching judgments because the Word of God, 
as communicated through both Prophets and Apostles, furnishes 
us with the text; and, instead of submitting to the rebuke, we 
would ask of those who make it, whether they are not in 
danger of dealing partially with the counsel of God, and of 
subjecting themselves to the condemnation pronounced on 
those foolish prophets that follow their own spirit, and have 
seen nothing; and who seduce the people, saying, Peace, when 
there is no Peace. "One hath built up a wall, and lo, others 
have daubed it with untempered mortar; Say unto them who 
daub it with untempered mortar, that it shall fall: There shall 
be an overflowing shower, And ye, great hailstones shall fall; 
and a stormy wind shall rend it Lo, when the wall is fallen, 
shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith 
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ye daubed it?" And when they object to us their views of an 
evangelical ministry, we object to them the example of Christ, 
than whom, if there was never such a tender dealer with the 
penitent, neither was there ever a more stern denouncer of 
judgments on the froward. Can any man know what is the 
spirit of the Gospel, better than its Author himself?* — Thirdly, 
We proclaim the approach of judgments out of love for the 
souls of men, if happily we may be instrumental in arousing 
the careless and wicked, and persuading them by the terrors 
of the Lord to flee from wrath, and shelter themselves by the 
side of the Lamb, where they may stand in security when the 
storm of divine indignation is abroad desolating the impenitent 
Let other faithful ministers explain wherefore they proclaim 
the woes of Hell; the same are our reasons for proclaiming the 
' woes precursory of the Millennial Reign. — Fourthly, It is freely 
avowed, however, that another spirit, widely different from 
that of compassion for sinners, sometimes inspires milienarian 
declamation on this subject. If an earthborn spirit of unholy 
politics ever dictate an expression of it all, let that spirit and 
that expression be accursed ! But oh! there is another spirit 
which can stir the heart, and stir it more exultingly, — it is that 
love for the church of God which fired the bosoms of the pro- 
phets, when, in strains so jubilant, they sung the overthrow of 
her enemies, and the glory which God won for himself in their 
signal destruction. "Jehovah is a man of war, Jehovah is his 
name: Pharaoh and his host hath he cast into the sea," "for 
his mercy endureth for ever." "And the seventh angel 
sounded: and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the Kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever. And 
the four and twenty Elders who sat before God on their seats 
fell upon their faces and worshipped God, saying, We give thee 
thanks, Lord God Almighty, who art, and wast, and art to 
come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power and hast 
reigned. And the nations •were angry, and thy wrath is come, 
and the time of the dead that they should be judged, and that 
thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants, and shouldest de- 
stroy them who destroy the earth. 99 — "And after these things I 
heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia! 
Salvation and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord 
our God: For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath 
judged the great whore which did corrupt the earth with her 
fornications, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her 

* The word Gospel signifies Good News: And a principal part of these 
evangelical tidings is, the .promise made to the Church of the overthrow of 
her enemies. 
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hand. And again they said, Alleluia! And her smoke rose up 
for ever and ever." Such are the Hallelujahs of Christian 
Patriotism. Oh that there were more who had the heart to 
unite in them, and who could unite in them without impre- 
cating judgment on their own sinfulness and Apostasy! 

[The proposition which stands at the head of this section 
properly leads to a discussion only of the breaking and dissi- 
pation of the Iron and Clay. And since it is this part of the 
Image in whose fate we are as a nation principally interested, 
it is of less moment that we have clear views of the fate pre- 
dicted for its other departments. A few sentences however 
are desirable in relation to them also, to render complete the 
interpretation of the prophecy. 

Both in the dream of the monarch, and the revelation of the 
.prophet, it is decreed, that, when the Stone shall smite the 
Iron and the Clay, the Brass also, and the Silver, and the Gold, 
shall be broken to pieces together. Now the question natural- 
ly arises, How can this be? Were not the Golden, the Silver, 
and the Brazen empires destroyed by their respective succes- 
sors, so that the one of Iron and Clay alone remains now stand- 
ing for the demolition? 

For the solution of this difficulty let these three things be 
considered in the Image, first, its Geographical Territory; 
secondly, its Population; and thirdly, its Government. Ori- 
ginally its territory was only Babylonish, its population the 
same, and its government the same. Under the second dynasty, 
the territory and population of Medo-Persia were annexed, and 
the government of the two made Medo-Persian. Under the 
third, in like manner, the territory and population of Greece 
were annexed, and the government of the three made Grecian. 
Under the fourth, the territory and population were completed 
by the annexation of Rome, and the government of the whole 
made Roman. The emperor Trajan, as may be seen by con- 
sulting Gibbon's History, held the dominion at once of the 
territory and population of all the four departments of the 
Image. Now, when the Stone shall demolish it, In respect of 
which of these three circumstances, its Territory, its Popula- 
tion, and Government, shall the demolition be effected? Not 
of its territory, evidently;* neither of its population, for al- 
though dreadful shall the destruction in this respect be, yet it 
will not be an annihilation so absolute as to implement the 
terms of the prophecy — "and the wind carried them away that 
no place was found for them." It is the government, then, of 
the Image on which the wrath of the Stone descends to break 
it to pieces; and upon the population, chiefly in so far as the 
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smiting of them is necessary to the smiting of the Government. 
Mark, therefore, if the Stone had arisen to its work of 
vengeance in the time of Trajan there would have been neither 
Golden, Silver, nor Brazen power to break, but of Iron alone. 
But in consequence of Roman power being now limited to its 
own original territory, and other powers having sprung up 
within the territories of Babylon, of Persia, and of Greece, the 
Image stands complete in its Gold, its Silver, its Brass, its 
Iron and Clay. "These four successive monarchies were or- 
dained of God for the chastisement, imprisonment, and vexa- 
tion of his people. They began upon the great River Eu- 
phrates, whereon stood the capital of Asyria, which is Nineveh, 
and Babylon stood on the Tigris. From these two cities pro- 
ceeded the power which destroyed the national existence of 
the Ten tribes, and brought the Two tribes into captivity. 
These two capitals of Nineveh and Babylon, together with the 
countries over which they ruled, have now for eight centuries 
been under the dominion of the Turkish Power, which indeed 
is named twice in the Apocalypse by the name of the Eu- 
phrates. Next to this came the Medes and Persians, whose 
territory the Persians still hold. Then came the kingdom of 
Alexander the Greek, who added to the territory of the Great 
Image that very portion of Greece which in our times hath 
arisen, out of oppression and political death, into the state of 
an independent kingdom, such as it was when it came on the 
prophetic stage. And lastly, we have the Roman subsisting in 
the Ten, Kingdoms of the West answering to the ten toes of 
the Image. So that we can say within these few months*(1829) 
what never could have been said before, that the whole Image 
in its fourfold state, is at this time in distinct existence." 
These observations are important. I have not met with any 
thing on the subject which goes so far to solve the difficulty.*] 

Proposition Thihd. The Roman dynasty having been abolish' 
ed, no earth-born power shall succeed it. 

All interpreters agree that the Stone's being "cut out with- 
out hands" is descriptive of its heavenly origin. [Compare 
2 Cor. v. 1; Mark xiv. 58; John ii. 21; Coloss. ii. 11.] 

There shall be no invasion from China, for instance, to seize 
on the government, as when Cyms invaded Babylon, or Alex- 
ander invaded Persia, or the Romans invaded Greece. No; 
Rome has this honour and distinction reserved for her pride, 

♦ Bishop Newton has scarcely adverted to the difficulty. And Roos endeav- 
ours to explain it on a principle obviously erroneous, that it was the stone in 
an invisible state which destroyed the three first monarchies, and that when 
in a visible state it shall destroy the fourth, men will be shewn by what power 
they have all been broken to pieces. 
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that, though doomed to destruction, she shall not fall by the 
hand, or be succeeded by the power, of any earthly rival. 
The Stone is of God. There is a striking perfection in the 
symbols of the dream when viewed in relation to this subject 
The four principal metals of the mineral kingdom, are employ- 
ed in the composition of the Colossal structure. Earth-born 
power is either of gold, of silver, of brass, or of iron. These 
being broken and dissipated, there is no other metal of strength 
with which to form a fifth kingdom. The mines of the earth 
are exhausted; and for another dominion we must look on high. 
And, lo! it comes down in that adamantine Stone, from hea- 
ven, and of Heaven's own out-cutting and fashioning, with 
which nothing earthly may be compared either for beauty or 
for strength. 

Proposition Fourth. The Stone is the Churchy with Jesus 
Christ, consequently j as Head of' that Church, the Sovereign King. 

All interpreters are still thus far* agreed. The controversy 
being agitated only respecting the nature of the Reign, whether 
it shall be only spiritual, or also external. This I shall con- 
sider afterwards. In the mean time, with this proposition be- 
fore us, assented to in whichever of the senses, I remark, that 
surely ours must be an easy task. Had we a commission given 
us to execute, such as Daniel's was, when he was commanded 
into the presence of the Lion King of Babylon, with a procla- 
mation so offensive to a tyrant's ears, that the prince of Medo- 
Persia would invade, and vanquish him, and strip him of his 
dominion, our hearts might perhaps have failed us of courage. 
But although it were directly into the presence of the princes 
of Europe we were commissioned, since our proclamation for 
them, and their cabinets, and parliaments is, that the Son of 
God, by one kind of Advent or another of resplendent glory, 
4^ ' is high on his way to be the individual successor of them all, 
— himself to administer the government of that religion for 
which they have long legislated so impotently and fruitlessly, 
and to transform this world universally into a church of saints; 
— when such is our proclamation, wherein is it offensive? 
Profess they not all that they be christian Princes, holding 
their thrones of Heaven, and as the Lieutenants of Christ ruling 
for his glory? And when they perceive that their efforts in 
his cause are so unavailing, that infidelity and crime are so 
frightfully on the increase, enslaving their subjects for the ser- 
vice of Satan, — being Christian princes, how weary one should 
think they must be of their royalty, and how glad for the gos- 
pel proclamation, that the Master himself comes to relieve 
them of the burden! For all, it is a suitable aspiration, but 



28 AN APOLOGY FOR MILLENNIAL DOCTRINE. 

specially for kings, "Even so* come Lord Jesus! Come thou 
quickly!" — An easy task would it be? It were harder than 
was Daniel's. There are kings in Christendom whom the re- 
port of the Second Advent would trouble as much as the report 
of the First troubled Herod. And as for their subjects, there 
are millions of them ready to shout the church is in danger, — 
she will be robbed of her tithes; or loudly vociferating about 
liberty and the rights of the people, who would rather have 
Nero or Domitian for their King than the Christ of God. Yet 
He will come to take the kingdom to himself. The event is 
yet indeed in the womb of futurity, but it is nigh its birth. 
The Word of God labours with the burclen of its prophecy, 
"Be wise now, therefore, ye kings^ be instructed ye judges 
of the earth. Serve God with fear; and rejoice with trem- 
bling. Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all 
they that put their trust in him.V 

Proposition Fifth. In the days of the Stone, (he Church 
shall not only exercise the power of which she is at present possessed, 
in a greater degree of strength; but shall be invested with an addi- 
tional power of a different nature. 

At present the whole of her genuine power is spiritual, being 
exercised only on the conscience. She may not lawfully put 
forth her hand to touch in a way of coercion or punishment 
either the person or property of any man. When she calls as a 
church on the kings or magistrates of this earth to wield the 
sword in her behalf or to levy taxes for her support, or dis- 
franchise the heretic, or incarcerate the infidel, so far does she 
act the part of Apostasy, and harmonise with the Man of Sin, 
a principal mark on whose beastly brow is, that he has usurped 
the prerogative of Christ, to whom alone it appertains to be a ^v 
Priest on the throne and a King at the altar, concentrating in *W^ 
himself an external and spiritual jurisdiction. Yea, although • 

she should not demand such support and promotion from the 
civil power, yet if she accept of it when voluntarily offered, 
still does she corrupt the militant institution of Christ. 

And yet, the Church, manifested as the Stone, is decreed to 
execute a work of violence on the Image — "to smite it and 
break it to pieces." This is evidently a work unsuitable for 
the exercise of the only legitimate power which she at present 
holds, in dealing with the consciences of men, by means of the 
Word, Sacraments, Discipline, and Prayer. All her institu- 
tions — her Sabbath exercises, her Domestic instruction, her 
Schools, her Bible and Missionary Societies, &c. — are of the 
most peaceful character, and meddle not with things given to 
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change — to thorough change when the Lord comes — except in 
the way of testifying against all wickedness whether of prince 
or subject,— even as I do at present. 

In support of the foregoing proposition, I submit the follow- 
ing remarks to the strictest examination of our opponents. 

First It cannot with truth be said that it is the Providence 
of Christ, administered independently of the instrumentality 
of the Church, which shall smite the Image and break it to 
pieces. That providence is universal and admits of no en- 
largement: whereas the Stone is seen to grow into a mountain. 
Besides, it is said expressly, "the God of heaven shall set up 
a kingdom which shall break in pieces and consume all these 
other kingdoms/' It has been already stated, indeed, that 
almost all expositors are agreed that the Stone signifies the 
Churchy and not merely the providence of Christ; but men are 
90 ready to shift ground in this controversy that there is a 
necessity for reminding them of former admissions. 

Second. It will not explain the terms of the prophecy to 
say, that the church, continuing as at present merely a spiritual 
power, shall by the light which emanates forth from her, re- 
form, and christianize the governments of this earth. This 
would be a mild, and gradual, and, to a considerable extent, an 
accidental work. Whereas the work of the Stone is evidently 
one of great external violence, — it smites, it breaks, it annihi- 
lates. Obviously, also, is it one of speedy execution; it smites, 
and the Image falls. Again, as obviously is it one of direct 
intention. The stone assails the image with full purpose to 
destroy it. Is all this, is any part of it, a befitting and com- 
ponent work for the Christianity of the present [oeconomy or] 
dispensation? 

Third. The tiqne assigned in the prediction for the appear- 
ance of the Stone, evinces that in its day the Church shall be 
manifested with more than a spiritual dominion. It does not 
appear till the whole Image is completed. Now, as a Spiritual 
institution, the Church was established when the Image had 
been filled or realized through only the length of the legs of 
pure Iron. Assuming the date of that establishment to be the 
day of Pentecost, the latest which on any principle can be as- 
signed to it, it appeared several hundreds of years befpre the 
Gothic irruptions mingled in their clay in the composition of 
the feet j and yet the Stone does not appear till after these feet 
are fully formed, — "thou sawest till that a stone was cut out 
without hands which smote the image on his feet of iron and 
clay." The Stone then, cannot be the church as established 
by the Apostles, and as subsisting at the present day.— In sup- 
port of the same point, I maintain that exposition to be correct 
57 
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in which "these kings/' in whose days the God of heaven 
should set up his own kingdom, are interpreted as denoting the 
ten kingdoms of Modern Europe, symbolized by the toes of 
the Image. They cannot refer to the four ancient monarchies, 
for neither did they exist contemporaneously, nor in the days 
of the first three of them was even the Spiritual kingdom 
erected. I shall not keenly dispute the matter, however, with 
any one who may be of opinion that these kings denote the 
four modern kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and 
Rome, which have been already shewn to be in distinct exist* 
ence at the present day. The result will be the same, in 
proving that the church is not yet manifested in the form of 
the Stone.* 

Fourth. No sooner does the Stone appear than it proceeds 
to demolish the Image. But, as a Spiritual institution the 
Church appeared eighteen centuries ago, and has not smitten 
the Image to this day. Besides, the Stone is represented as 
performing its work of demolition while it is yet only of a 
Stone's extent, before it has grown into a mountain, before it 
has enlarged — when it is limited, as I shall afterwards shew, to 
the newly re-erected kingdom of Israel. Whereas the spirit- 
ual kingdom of Christ has extended far and wide, while the 
Image yet stands erect, whole, powerful, and terrible. 

Fifth. The kingdom of the Stone is such that the standing 

* From the observations made in the text, it will appear that Mede and 
Newton have erred in their views of the Stone. The following passage oc- 
curs in the thirteenth of the Bishop's Dissertations. "As the fourth kingdom 
or the Roman empire was represented in a twofold state, first strong and 
flourishing with 'legs of iron, 7 and then weakened and divided 'with feet and 
toes, part of iron and part of clay;' so this fifth kingdom or the kingdom of 
Christ is described likewise in two states, which Mr. Mede rightly distin- 
guisheth by the names 'regnum lapidis/ the kingdom of the stone, and 'regnum 
montis,' the kingdom of the mountain; the first wnen 'the* stone was cut out of 
the mountain without hands/ the second when it became itself 'a mountain 
and filled the whole earth.* 'The stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands/ the kingdom of Christ was first set up, while the Roman Empire was 
in its full strength, with 'legs of iron.' The Roman Empire was afterwards 
divided into ten lesser kingdoms, the remains of which are subsisting at pre- 
sent. The image is still standing upon his feet and toes of iron and clay; the 
kingdom of Christ is yet 'a stone of stumbling, and rock of offence:' but the 
stone will one day smite the image upon the feet and toes, and destroy it 
utterly, 'and will itself become a great mountain and fill the whole earth-/ or 
in other words (Rev. zi. 15.), 'the kingdoms of this world, shall become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever.' We 
have therefore seen the kingdom of the Stone, but we have not yet seen the 
kingdom of the Mountain." — Now with all due deference to the names of these 
two illustrious men, I must dissent from rhuch of the above representation as 
being at once opposed to the tenor of the prophecy, and injurious to that cause 
which they, in other points, so ably advocated. We have not yet seen the 
Stone of this Prophecy. The Stone of this prophecy is not a stone lying to be 
stumbled on, but a stone descending to smite. And the Mountain is not of a 
new order compared with the stone, but only the stone enlarged. See addi- 
tional illustration, Remarks fourth and fifth. 
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and continuance of the Great Image is altogether inconsistent 
with its growth and prosperity. The Stone neither does nor 
can grow up to be a great mountain till the Image be removed. 
But a Spiritual church may exist, and does exist, or at least did 
exist, extensivelj r and flourishingly, under the dominion of the 
Image. The very persecutions to which she has been sub- 
jected under that dominion have promoted her growth. There- 
fore the spiritual kingdom of Christ cannot be that which is 
signified by the Stone.* 

In all this there is surely a superabundance of proof, clear- 
ing the way for the establishment of our next proposition, 
which almost necessarily follows as a corollary from that 
which has just been demonstrated. 

Proposition Sixth. In the days of the Stone, the Church, in 
addition to the power which she at present exercises over the con" 
science, shall be invested with all that power over the bodies of men 
and their external circumstances, which is at present exercised by the 
kings of the Earth. 

In that time there will be no division of power into civil 
and ecclesiastic, for the whole shall be ecclesiastic; not only 
will the magistracy be conducted by church-men, which magis- 
trates may be, and in some happy cases are, at present; but 
the magistracy itself shall be of the church, acknowledging no 
other Head than Christ, and no other interests than those of 
his royalty. 

"The kingdom of the Stone," says Tillinghast, "is a king- 
dom, in respect of Nature, the same with the kingdoms repre- 
sented by the Great Image, L e. it is Outward as they are Out- 
ward; which appears, (I.) From the general scope and drift 
of the prophecy which runs upon Outward kingdoms. All 
the first four kingdoms or monarchies are Outward, as none 
can deny; why then the Holy Ghost, in speaking of the Fifth 
and last, should so far vary his scope as presently to glide from 
the Outward kingdom to the Inward, ought (besides the bare 
say-so,) to have some solid and substantial reason brought for 
it by those, whosoever they are, that either do or shall assert 
*' it. (2.) Because it is not proper to say, that a bare spiritual 

kingdom, considered only as spiritual, should break in pieces, 
beat to very chaff, grind to powder, the great Image, i. e. de- 
stroy the very being of worldly kingdoms, which work is yet 
notwithstanding done by the Stone. Indeed Christ's spiritual 

* See on the whole of this subject the Epistle to the Faithful Witnesses 
within the Commonwealth of England, prefixed to "Knowledge of the Times" 
by John Tillinghast, by far the most acute and satisfactory writer on these 
points that I have had an opportunity of examining. It was published in the 
year 1654. 
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kingdom may, by that light and life it gives forth, much re- 
fine, and reform outward kingdoms; but when once the work 
comes to breaking and beating to pieces, t. e. subverting king- 
doms, raising their very foundations, and destroying their 
being, as they are the kingdoms of this world, here, unless we 
conceive God to do it by a miracle, must we also conceive 
some other hand, besides a spiritual, to be put to the work. 
(3.) Because the Stone, to the end there might not be a 
vacancy in the world, comes straightway in the place and room 
of the great Image, so soon as ever the same is totally broken; 
for as the great Image, while standing, bears rule over all the 
earth, so the same being broken, the Stone becomes a moun- 
tain, and fills the whole earth, therefore must the kingdom of 
the Stone be such a kingdom as was that of the great Image, 
Viz: outward; or otherwise the coming of that in the place of 
the other now taken away, could not supply the want of the 
other. " 

The reasoning of this acute interpreter, as given above, I 
regard as conclusive for a mind inquiring after truth in the 
simplicity of candour. But as it is principally with precon- 
ceived opinions or prepossessions that we have to deal, it will 
be necessary to consider the point more at large, and call in 
other representations of the Scripture, besides those contained 
in the prophecy more immediately before us, in support of the 
present Proposition, which is a vital one in our system. 

Let it be primarily observed then, that the matter of dis- 
pute which lies between us and our opponents is not, Whether, 
in the days of the Stone and Mountain, Christ shall have a spi- 
ritual dominion over the hearts of men. Whoever may re- 
present this to be the state of the controversy, errs greatly. 
We are second in zeal to no party in advocating the internal 
holiness and deeply-toned spirituality of the millennial king- 
dom. All the denial lies with the opposite party; who will 
not believe, that, in addition to this reign over the heart, the 
Redeemer shall be put in possession of the External govern- 
ment of the world, administered by his [risen and glorified] 
Church. We maintain that under the approaching dispensa- *. 

tion He shall exercise all power; they maintain that He shall •* 

continue to put forth only a part of power. Beside the power 
he has now in the Church, we claim for him the administration 
of the state, — that all law be consolidated and made Church 
law; they refuse this claim, and plead on behalf of the kings 
of this world, that matters should be permitted to continue as 
at present — the Church having one government administered 
by the power, and in the name, of the Son of God; the State 
with another, separate and distinct, administered by the power, 
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and in the name, of the Williams, the Philips, the Ferdinands, 
and the Miguel 9 of this earth: only, say they, let there be 
such good agreement between the two parties, (Kings and 
Parliaments, and Magistrates being personally christian men,) 
that the power of the state shall never be exercised to the de- 
triment of the church, but rather for the protection of her 
members in the civil rights of conscience. The supposition of a 
case, and a statement of the different ways in which it would 
be dealt with according to the two systems, will more dis- 
tinctly illustrate wherein we and our opponents disagree. Sup- 
pose that in millennial times a man were to contest the doctrine 
of the royalty of Christ, — according to the system of our op- 
ponents, he would be dealt with only as a heretic or infidel in 
the way of excommunication from the church, while his civil 
privileges remained entire; but according to our system, the 
church being invested with all power, being in fact the state, 
he would be dealt with as being guilty of treason, by being 
cut off from the midst of the people. Acts iii. 23. 

This is evidently carrying the matter much farther than 
even the most zealous advocates of ecclesiastical establishments 
are at the present day disposed to proceed. They stop short 
of this conclusion, in which their fundamental principle in- 
volves them, if consistently prosecuted to a termination. It 
is among my brethren, however, of the dissenting communion 
that the strongest objections will be made to our representa- 
tions of the external power of the church; for I know that 
with some of them the very excellency of millennial glory is, 
that all state establishments of religion shall be prostrated in 
the dust, so as to rid the spiritual institution of all secular con- 
tamination. To such I tender my assurance, that although it 
has been amidst great temptation I have pursued prophetic 
study, yet have my former principles, in regard to the question 
of church and state alliance under the present dispensation, 
gathered much additional strength.* 

♦The temptation to which I refer is, that, with a few exceptions, all those 
to whom I am indebted for aid and countenance in this study are connected 
with churches established by law; and the greater part of them with those es- 
tablished in England and Ireland, where the alliance with the civil power is, 
if possible, more intimate than it is in Scotland. 

The manner in which my dissenting principles, on the subject of the alliance 
between church and state, have increased in strength is, that I now perceive 
more clearly the impossibility of that institution which is to rise to the Fifth 
Dominion being consistently united with the Fourth. It is union with a 
power which God has denounced as wicked; which the church is to break 
in pieces, instead of living with it in endearment; and it is a state of 
matters in which, so far as it communicates external power to the church, a 
most presumptuous anticipation is made of those measures which are to be 
revealed only in the times of the Stone. It is in consequence of a deficient 
study of the Sacred Kalendar that so much error has appeared on both sides 
57* 



34 AN APOLOGY FOR MILLENNIAL DOCTRINE. 

Before adducing the particulars of the scriptural evidence of 
the point under consideration, I appeal in support of it on 
general principles to the Christian's love of his Redeemer and 
patriotism for the Church. When the opposite party deny 
our proposition, do they not refuse Christ something, and some- 
thing too of considerable magnitude? Is William's royalty 
nothing? Is Philip's nothing? Is there nothing in the roy- 
alty of the Autocrat of the North? Is there nothing in the 
combined royalty of all the kings of the earth? Is not the 
brightness of the Image excellent? And is it to be borne with 
patience that any man should refuse its being transferred to 
the Saviour of the World? Has he not wrought for it all? 
Has he not paid for it? Is there any thing in all this earth of 
a nature excellent for which, uplifted on the cross, he paid not 
largely? And shall his purchase be denied him? — Let it not 
be said in the way of evasion that by his providence he is go- 
vernor already. This I devoutly believe. But in justice I 
demand more for Him. I ask that as the Son of Man he be 

of this question. The one party denying that the church shall ever genuinely 
exercise external government over this earth; the other maintaining that it 
should do so even now. It is thus that the combatants have often prevailed in 
overturning the opinions of their adversaries, without being able to establish 
their own. The Fifth monarchy men during the Commonwealth were not 
more unscriptural in their views than either of the parties. They distinctly 
declared that it would have been improper for the saints of former ages to act 
as they did themselves, because the time appointed for the breaking of the 
image, and the occupation of the kingdom by the church, had not till then 
arrived. "They lived," says Tillinghast, "within the compass of that time in 
which the great Image was to stand, and the World and worldly powers were 
to bear rule; which that they might do till their day should come to an end, it 
was necessary that saints in all ages heretofore should subject themselves to 
them, and never bear a testimony simply and directly against civil powers ot 
a worldly constitution; nor indeed could, it be any part of their testimony, be- 
cause God having set a time how long worldly powers should continue, it be- 
hoved not them to attempt before the time, to take from the World what by* 
Divine permission for such a time was allotted to them. But now the case is 
otherwise, we being come to the beginning of that day in which the great 
Image must be smitten till the same is crumbled to dust, and finally carried 
away with the wind of God's wrath, and that kingdom and dominion which 
before the great Image did hold as its by right, be translated and given to 
the saints of the Most High."* A chronological miscalculation then of pro- 
phetical dates and periods, was one error of those men. Another was, they 
mistook their vocation and usurped a work which is reserved for the risen, • ^^ 

glorified and triumphant church. Jude xiv. 15, 2 Thess. i. 7, 8. Dan. i. 27. ^B 

Rev. v. 10. Here some will turn round upon me and ask, if, from similar mis- ^Br 

calculation, we of the present day are not in danger of adopting similar 
measures prejudicial to the peace of the state'? I am careless of giving an 
answer in a way of self-defence, but careful of the truth, I reply, that we are 
in no such danger. We make much more in our system of the personal 
Advent of the Lord than did those troublers of Cromwell. Whatever may 
be our calculations, we stir not but wait for the close of this dispensation and 
the APPEARING of the Son of Man— an event which will change the face of 
physical nature and, of necessity, subvert the order of things hitherto esta- 
blished. 

* See Appendix to * 'Knowledge of the Times," p. 344. 
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acknowledged governor. I ask yet more— that he have the 
glory of being manifested governor. Would it be any glory 
that He who was once mocked of Herod, and, in compliance 
with the cry of the mob, nailed to the accursed tree under the 
warrant of Pilate, should be manifested regnant on the scene- 
ground of his former ignominy and pain. All nature says it 
would. Well, I claim it for Him, for glory there is none which 
He has not purchased. As this however is somewhat of an- 
ticipation in the order of our argument, I do not enlarge upon 
it at present. But I now ask, Would it be any glory for that 
Institution which has so long and bitterly been the object of the 
persecution of power, the scorn of pride, and the laughter of 
philosophy, that it should be promoted to the administration of 
the universal empire of the World? It is a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished by all who are true to the cause of Heaven. 
And, oh! we may be assured that the love of the Redeemer 
for his Bride is too strong that he should withhold from her 
any thing which will dignify and adorn her. Why should it 
appear a thing incredible, that all this earth should be made the 
inheritance of the church of God? 

Having offered these preliminary explanations, and made 
this appeal, I now proceed to argue more directly in support 
of our proposition. 

First. The investment of the Church with External power 
is a necessary consequence of the demolition of the Image. Of 
such power she was possessed previously to the captivity of 
Judah, but at that time she was despoiled of it by Babylon. 
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, successively upheld the usur- 
pation, and do conjointly uphold it at the present day. Let 
these empires be demolished then, according to the prediction, 
since they shall have no successor in the usurpation, justly, 
naturally, and necessarily does Outward dominion revert to 
the church, as a restoration of that which anciently belonged 
to her. 

Second. The Vision recorded in the seventh chapter of the 
book of Daniel, terminates in the same manner as does the 
Dream recorded in the second chapter. The four empires of 
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, — respectively sym- 
bolized by the Lion, the Bear, the Leopard, and the Monster, 
—having been overthrown and destroyed, the Fifth empire in 
the succession is the Kingdom of Heaven. Verses 13th and 
14th, "I saw in the night visions, and behold one like the Son 
of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the An- 
cient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. And 
there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him: His 
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dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." From 
the circumstances here narrated of the Vision, I shall afterwards 
argue for the Personal Advent and Reign of the Messiah; but 
having, at present, a scope inferior to this, I pass to the Inter- 
pretation, as given in verse 27th, "The kingdom, and dominion, 
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall 
be given to the People of the Saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey Him." Even here the evidence is strong in 
favour of the Personal Reign of the Redeemer himself; but it 
is the reign of his Church, in the investigation of the nature of 
which we are at present especially engaged. What, then, (I 
ask,) is the Kingdom which this prediction declares shall be 
given to the Saints? Shall any one venture to dispute that it 
is the very same kingdom enlarged, of which the Beasts were, 
or are, possessed, but which shall be transferred to the Church? 
What then, I ask again, was the nature of the kingdoms of 
Babylon, of Persia, and of Greece? and what is the nature of 
the kingdom of the ten-horned Roman beast at this day? Exter- 
nal, undeniably; with the dominion exercised over the bodies 
and outward circumstances of the human race. Demonstra- 
tively, therefore, shall the external government of* the earth be 
made the inheritance of the Church. 

In a common case of controversy what has already been pro- 
duced would be regarded as satisfactory; but, I remark, addi- 
tionally, First, that to the Saints shall be given the kingdom as 
Saints. I question not that a King of the Fourth Monarchy 
may be personally a saint I believe that George the Third, 
for instance, was one, weakly although it may have been, that 
in some instances he supported the character. But his saintship 
was an accidental circumstance to his royalty. King he would 
have been independently of it, as we know others have been 
who lived in flagrant violation of the precepts of the Gospel. 
But in the holy dispensation of the Fifth kingdom, (the Lord 
hasten his kingdom!) genuine saintship — not the professions of 
hypocrisy, nor oaths of perjury according to forms of law, but ^^ 

God believed, loved, and obeyed in Christ, — shall be essential ^B 

to the character of those who are advanced to office. Nor shall ^^ 

Christianity be only a secondary point, without which the 
principal qualifications are considered defective, as when a 
Professor in our University is first elected to the Anatomical 
chair, and then called upon to subscribe the Confession; — it 
shall be that feature for excellence in which the office-bearers 
of the Millennial Kingdom are appointed to their stations. I 
remark, Secondly, that not only shall they be promoted as Saints, 
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but that the sole object of their rule shall be the protection 
and advancement of the Saints 9 cause. The kingdom shall be 
the Saints', and for the Saints shall it be administered. Just 
as a magistrate of the First Monarchy exercised power for the 
advantage of Babylon; so shall one of the Fifth Monarchy 
exercise dominion for the glory of the Church, but with greater 
fidelity and zeal, because more fervently patriotic. Oh! where 
is patriotism among us to rejoice in this prospect for the Re- 
deemer's kingdom? Where are those who are qualified for 
advancement to such authority? We have lost sight of the 
promise which the Lord has given his Bride, that He will 
make her the World's Empress; and losing sight of the pro- 
mise, we have lost a consciousness of nobility; our ambition 
has died away; and become dastard in spirit, we are content to 
think, yea, like fools, plead against ourselves, that the princes 
of this world should continue to hold the dominion as long as 
the earth lasts, and that the Church should, till the end, — the 
general resurrection and the last judgment, — continue a/wwocr- 
less institution. 

On this second prediction of Daniel I might enlarge to as 
great an extent as on the first, in support of the point at pre* 
sent under discussion. But the substance of the two being 
almost entirely the same, so far as this matter is concerned, I 
refer to the remarks formerly made on the kingdom of the 
Stone, as being easily accommodated to the kingdom of the 
Saints. I must also leave behind a multitude of other Old 
Testament predictions, which announce an External Reign, to 
be adduced afterwards in evidence of the re-erection of the 
Kingdom of Israel. I now turn to evidence contained in the 
New Testament. 

Third. "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth." Matt. v. 5. Such is one of the beatitudes pronounced 
by our Lord, in his sermon on the Mount. There is, perhaps, 
no other declaration of the Scriptures, in the treatment given 
to which the painful fact is so strikingly illustrated, that when 
an interpretation is frequently repeated, it comes to be received 
as genuine and unquestionable, howsoever perverse and ab- 
surd. The current exposition in the present case is, that meek 
men, though poor, destitute, dishonoured, and oppressed, in- 
herit the earth through contentment and resignation to the 
will of God! And when, sabbath after sabbath, such doctrine 
is taught from the pulpit, even the suffering saint himself will 
prostrate before it his common sense, and submit his under- 
standing to it as incontrovertibly orthodox; and complain, as if 
it were a sin, that his feelings rebel against it. I can afford room 
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for little more than a statement of the leading points of the 
genuine exposition. 

1st The words of our Lord are prophetical, — "they shall in- 
herit the earth.' f Those meek men, whom He may at that 
time have addressed, were not as yet possessed of the inheri- 
tance. And from that day even to the present no such change 
has taken place in the situation of the Church, amid the king- 
doms of this earth, as to do away with the application of max- 
ims so essential to the Gospel as the beatitudes.* 2d. It is the 
earth of which they are promised possession. Dr. Campbell, 
whose scholarship regards the passage as being prophetical, 
translates, "they shall inherit the land" which he paraphrases, 
Hhe promised land, 9 and interprets as signifying 'heaven above. 9 I 
shall not dispute the correctness either of his translation or pa- 
raphrase, but I cannot adopt his interpretation. The promised 

* I am fully aware that the future tense is sometimes employed to express 
what regularly takes place; but, First, Those who deny that the passage is of v 
a prophetical character, must give us satisfactory proof that inheritance of the 
earth, in the present age, is the regular consequence of meekness, before we 
consent to depart from the strict grammatical signification. And let them re- 
member they must prove it in the case of every meek man, and not of a great 
number only; for the declaration here is as absolute as when it is said in the 
sixth beatitude, for instance, "blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God." As all the pure shall enjoy this beatific vision, so all the meek shall in- 
herit the earth. Let objectors, therefore, try their demonstrative powers on 
the proof, that a Saint, long immured in a dungeon, and then led forth to mar- 
tyrdom, does inherit the earth. Secondly, In the thirty-seventh Psalm, from 
which our Lord quotes, the words are undeniably a prediction concerning the 
future, and not a declaration of what regularly took place at the time when the 
Psalmist wrote. Nor are they an encouragement to sinners to repent, assur- 
ing them that those who shall become meek, shall therefore inherit the earth. 
They are an encouragement to steadfastness, in those who are meek already, 
but at present, notwithstanding their meekness, in a depressed condition. 
Thirdly, All the other beatitudes are prophetical; and shall we make this an 
exception to the tenor of our Lord's discourse? The seventh, for instance, 
"blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the children (sons) of 
God," evidently refers to the manifestation which shall be made of them as 
such in the day of Resurrection. (Compare Rom. viii. 19.) Nor is the first 
beatitude an exception, though the present tense is employed; — "The Kingdom 
of Heaven" is the millennial kingdom, which at present is the property of "the 

Soor in spirit" only by title, not by possession— <fc jure, but not de facto. In- 
eed. all the nine are not only prophetic, but announce precisely the same re- 
ward — that reward being the Millennial Kingdom, exhibited under that par- 
ticular feature which is especially suited as a blessing to the particular A 

character. All the graces enumerated make up a complete Christian charac- ™ 

ter, and all the enjoyments promised make up the whole of millennial bliss. 
There are some excellent observations on this subject in the discourse preach- 
ed before the Presbytery, by Mr. Campbell, of Row. Should our opponents 
object that in verse 12th the reward of those who are reviled falsely is de- 
scribed as being "in the heavens," I have to remind them, that, according to 
their own interpretation of 2 Peter, iii. 13, the beatitude cannot intimate that 
their reward shall be in that ancient heaven where the glorified humanity of 
the Redeemer now resides. The explanation is, that when the righteous are 
reviled on earth by men, they are in heaven approved of by the Lord. Their 
reward is secure with Him; and they shall receive it in the day of his Appear- 
ing. 
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land is indeed a heavenly one, being gifted from heaven, and 
planned out after the pattern of heaven, but still it is a land on 
the earth. It is the same as the Kingdon of Heaven, promised in 
the first beatitude; and what that is we are informed by Daniel: 
it is the kingdom which the God of heaven establishes in place 
of the kingdom of the Image. More especially I refer to the 
thirty-seventh Psalm, from which our Lord makes the quota- 
tion. There it is impossible to misapprehend the prophetic 
nature of the benediction, or its reference to a condition of 
things on earth: "Yet a little while, and the wicked shall not 
be; yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall 
not be: But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace." Verses 10th and 11th. 
How beautifully harmonious is the Word of God, when Scrip- 
ture is compared with Scripture ! Here we behold the Image 
in power, and the Church depressed; but, anon, the Image 
broken to pieces, and the Church exalted.* 3d. The inheri- 
tance of the earth implies the possession of its government. 
Surely this is almost self-evident. Could the British be said to 
inherit this country, were its laws enacted and administered 
by the Russians, howsoever mildly and equitably the authority 
might be exercised? And shall we interpret the promise of 
God more loosely than the political language of man? — But 
more particularly let.it be observed, as on a former occasion, 
that the meek shall thus possess the government as being meek; 
and that to the promotion of the cause of the meek, shall their 
administration be wholly directed. Any thing less than this 
is a circumscribing of the inheritance of the Church. 

I therefore produce this passage of Scripture, overlooked 
although it be by many friends of our cause, as an evidence of 
no inconsiderable weight. And I do so with the greater plea- 
sure, if not likewise the greater confidence, that the primitive 
Fathers referred its fulfilment to the Millennial era. It only 
remains that I briefly answer the question, In what capacity 
were those meek men hailed with this blessing, who enjoyed 
our Lord's personal ministry? I reply, that I believe they 
were addressed personally and individually, as much so as the 

* Dr. Campbell argues, that the land promised in the Psalm is different from 
the land promised in the Gospel; and that in citing the expressions of the for- 
mer, our Lord accommodates Old Testament phraseology to the prospects of 
the New. Such accommodation is usually treated with suspicion; but in the 
present instance it is apparently hostile to the millenarian scheme, a circum- 
stance which is sufficient to recommend it to many. Although, however, it 
were admitted on our part to be correct, the hostility would be only apparent. 
If the land referred to in the Psalm, be the land of Palestine, and in the same 
condition in which it was at the time the Psalm was written; the promised 
land of the Gospel may be a different one both in extent and nature, and still a 
land on this earth. 
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other characters were in the other beatitudes; and that those 
very people who were meek at that time, and all who have 
been meek in every age since, shall, as heirs of the first Re- 
surrection, be partakers of the reward. The full discussion of 
this point, however, belongs to another department of our ar- 
gument; and, at present, I content myself with describing them, 
as constituting in their corporate capacity that Church, then in 
its infancy, which, in the vigour of age, should* be given the 
dominion of the earth. 

Fourth. "Do ye not know that the Saints shall judge the 
world?" 1 Cor. vi. 2. This is another intimation of the glory 
destined for the Church, in attempting to interpret which much 
absurdity has been put forth, through ignorance or rejection of 
millenarian views. Some understand it as signifying that when 
all mankind are judged, the saints shall afford matter and evi- 
dence for condemning the wicked. "But this sense," Mack- 
night correctly observes, "has no relation to the apostle's 
argument;" that argument being, that it is sinful for Christians, 
even in cases of dispute respecting worldly matters, to go to 
law with one another before the civil magistrate; and that they 
ought to submit their differences to the determination of their 
brethren in the Church, whose qualifications for a work of such 
inferior moment are proved by the circumstance, that the 
saints are destined to the office of judging the whole world.* 

* This regulation is, at the present day, as binding on the Churches of 
Britain as it was formerly on the Church of Corinth. And may not a prin- 
cipal reason of the violation of it be, the misinterpretation of the clause 
-which describes the qualifications of the saints'? The obligation of the apos- 
tolic rule must not be dispensed with by saying, that the civil magistrates of 
that time are characterized as unjust; many of them were reputed for their 
equity in deciding betwixt man and man, and the injustice with which the 
apostle charges them in their unbelief towards God, as is evident from verse 
sixth. Are all the Magistrates, then, of this country, believers, or even out- 
wardly saints') Some of them are; but others of tnem are not. It is no 
want of charity to say so. It would be betraying the cause of the Gospel to 
say otherwise. When a Christian, then, thus convinced of the unregenerated 
character of any civil judge, carries to him, in the first instance, his complaint 
against a fellow church member, he is clearly guilty of a flagrant transgres- 
sion of Gospel law. "Dare you?" says the apostle. But there is more than 
this: though all the civil judges of the land were personally Christians, and 
acknowledged to be such by the complainant, yet since they are not officially 
such, and since the law which they are appointed to administer is not Chris- 
tian law, still would he violate the commandment in taking his cause to a 
civil tribunal. In the first instance, it is his duty to try his offending brother 
with the judgment of the Church; and it is not till after he has refused to 
hear the Church, and been excommunicated so as no longer to stand to him 
in the relation of a brother, that he is at liberty to treat him as a heathen 
man and a publican, by impleading him before a tribunal which will force 
him to give satisfaction. What fantastical jurisprudence! So exclaim they 
who have not pondered the Scripture, that "the saints shall judge the world/' 
The limits of a note will not permit me to enlarge on this interesting sub- 
ject. Only, I must give a place to the annotation of Grotius on the passage. 
•'What Paul here enjoins is one of the praiseworthy institutes of the syna- 
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Others understand the passage as intimating, that when this 
mundane system comes to be entirely abolished, the saints shall 
be judged first, and when they are acquitted, shall take their 
place by the side of Christ, to act as assessors with Him in con- 
demning the wicked. In the same manner they interpret the 
promise made to the apostles, recorded Matt. xix. 28. Again 
says Macknight, "to found a doctrine of this magnitude on 
two obscure passages of Scripture, which can easily admit of a 
different and better interpretation, seems not a little rash." 
What, then, does he propose as this better interpretation? 
Why, in opposition to the judgment of almost all the critics he 
translates the whole of the passage in the present tense, and 
thereupon maintains that the saints do already actually judge 
the world by the laws of the Gospel which they promulgate! 
Such is the manner in which many circumscribe the preroga- 
tives of the Church. Bengelius makes a nearer approach to 
the truth when he says, "the apostle had in his eye the state 
of the world under Constantine, when the Christians got pos- 
session of civil power." But though this interpretation pro- 
ceeds on a right principle, in so far as it represents the passage 
as being a prediction of the endowment of the Church with 
external power, yet few will agree with the author in referring 
its fulfilment to the corrupt government of Constantine. 
Whitby is right for once. His paraphrase runs thus: "Do 
ye not know from Daniel that the Saints of the Most High shall 
receive the Kingdom, and so shall judge the world?"* This is 

gogue. It was a saying among the Jews, 'He who carries an Israelite be- 
fore a judgment-seat of the Gentiles, profanes the name of God;' for he gives 
occasion to the aliens to remark with scorn, 'Behold how brotherly those men 
be, who worship the one God!' " Are there no infidel judges and lawyers at 
the present day, to sneer in like manner at the disciples of Christ, when they 
go to them for the adjustment of their quarrels! 

* The word of the original, translated judge, has a very extensive significa- 
tion, being used to express the exercise of aU power, legislative and execu- 
tive, as well as strictly judicial. 

To complete the view of the passage, it is necessary to eive some explana- 
tion of verse third, in which the apostle sets forth the qualifications of Chris- 
tians in a light yet stronger than that of the clause which falls more par- 
ticularly under our present review.* — "Know ye not that we shall judge 
angels?" This is generally understood of evil angels; and with this view 
various explanations have been proposed by different commentators. But 
although there may be a partial reference in the passage to the binding of 
Satan, predicted in the Apocalypse, yet I regard it as referring principally to 
the exaltation of the glorified saints of mankind above all the intelligent 
creatures of God. He who has studied with an enlarged mind the mystery 
of Redemption will not treat this as an extravagant dogma. By uniting 
Himself to human nature, the Son of God has exalted it above every other 
created nature. Through the constitution of the person of Christ, it is the 
nature nearest to God. Already a Man is the Lord of Angels. And to the 
station to which our Kinsman has been elevated, it is but consistent that we 
his Brethren should be elevated also; yea, to the station to which our Head 

58 
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the correct interpretation; and it ought to be received by our 
opponents with the less suspicion, since the power of truth and 
consistency has produced the acknowledgment from one of the 
most resolute impugners of the millenarian cause. Having 
said so much already on the external power of the Church 
during the Millennium to which Dr. Whitby refers the pass- 
age, it is unnecessary I should resume the discussion. And in 
answer to a question similar to that which was proposed re- 
specting the capacity in which the meek are promised the in- 
heritance of the earth, I reply in a similar manner, in the pre- 
sent instance. I believe that those very Christians in Corinth, 
whom Paul then addressed, shall personally share the glory of 
that kingdom in which the saints shall possess the government 
The general intimation is sufficient to warrant this conclusion, 
hut the pointedness of the subsequent clause puts tire case 
beyond a doubt, — >"if the world shall be judged by you, are ye 
unworthy to judge the smallest matters?" Indeed, the whole 
of the force of the reasoning depends on the personal identity 
Of the judges on both occasions. On this point, however, 
which belongs to the doctrine of the first Resurrection, I do 
not at present insist; but take the lower ground of maintaining, 
on the authority of this passage, that the Christian Church, of 
which those Corinthians were members in the state of its in* 
fancy, shall rise in its maturity to the administration of the 
external government of the whole world. Know ye not this? 
said the apostle to the primitive Church, evidently in the way 
of reproaching them for acting inconsistently with a know* 
ledge of which they were fully possessed. But the Churches 
of the present day are not only criminal in their practice, they 
are culpable for their ignorance. They know nothing about 
this high destiny of the saints', as being decreed the future 
judges of the world; and, which is the most melancholy con- 
sideration of all, they refuse to be instructed; and will even 
profanely revile us as neglecting to preach the Gospel, when 
we proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven is near at hand. This 
1 . . i . ,.. ... . t I, . 

has been elevated, is there not a necessity for the elevation of us who are 
his Members? There is another, though inferior view of this subject, highly 
worthy of our consideration. It is stated in the following manner in Mack- 
night's Essay on the Mediation of Christ:— "The virtue of beings circum- 
stanced as men are, and exercised under such embarrassing difficulties and 
temptations, being superior to the virtue of other intelligent creatures who 
have not been so exercised and tried, it is far from being unreasonable to sup- 
pose with Taylor, (Key, No. 161,) that by their trials and acquirements the 
redeemed of the human species may be fitted for nobler employments and 
higher charges than other beings, who, perhaps, were naturally superior to 
them, but who are their inferiors in this second stage of their existence, not 
having been exercised and improved as they have been."— Commentary, 
Essay vii. Sect. 4. 
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makes it just the more imperative on us that we heap proof on 
them, that they be rendered the more inexcusable if they will 
not believe, so as to be made noble-hearted in the Christian 
profession. 

Fifth. "He that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto 
the end, to him will I give power over the nations; and he 
shaft rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers, even as I received of my 
JFather." Rev. ii. 26, 21. Such was the encouragement to 
faithfulness with which our Lord bespoke the Church of 
Thyatira. As before, I express my belief that all the mem- 
bers of that primitive Church, who kept the faith, shall, as 
heirs of the First Resurrection, personally enjoy the fulfilment 
of this magnificent promise; when in the armies of Heaven 
they shall ride forth with the Lord to vengeance and victory, 
as described in the nineteenth chapter of this same book; and 
thereafter sit down to reign with Him, as represented in the 
twentieth. It is difficult, in the present case, to imagine lower 
ground on which we may take a stand. But let us endeavour 
to do so: — Suppose the promise to have been made to the 
faithful in Thyatira in their corporate capacity, as members of 
the Church catholic, which, in a future age, should rise to such 
authority, — even thus is our proposition confirmed a fifth time, 
that it is the destiny of the Church to be put in* possession of 
the external power and government of the world.* 

Sixth. "And when he had taken the Book, the four Living 
Creatures, and four and twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps and golden vials full 
of odours, which are the prayers of the saints. And they 
sung a new song, saying: Thou art worthy to take the Book, 

* There are only* four ways, which I can imagine, in which an attempt may 
may be made to set the evidence of this passage aside: First, by speculating, 
as before, on the saints being judged first at the conclusion of this mundane 
system, and after their own acquittal constituted assessors with Christ in con- 
demning the wicked. But the fancy is, if possible, more incongruous here 
than ever.: — Secondly, by supposing that the spirits of the saints are, in their 
disembodied state betwixt death and resurrection, given power over this world. 
It is surely unnecessary to expose the error of this idea. — Thirdly, by suppos- 
ing that the promise was fulfilled in the assumption of civil power for the 
Church, by Constantine. But neither was that power assumed legally, nor 
although it had been so, and administered purely, and by the Church as the 
Church, was its display commensurate with, the terms of the prediction.—' 
Fourthly, by interpreting it of the manner in'-which Christianity should gain 
ground among the people, and influence governments with its genius. But, 
besides many other considerations of an adverse nature, this would be a work 
of mildness and persuasion, whereas the work described in the passage is one 
of violence. Were any one to say, that it is perhaps spiritual violence inflict- 
ed, through the instrumentality 01 sabbath-scnools, missions, and the like, on 
antichristian principles, and not antichristian men, he must not expect us to 
expend our labour in the refutation of such a perversion. 
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and to open the seals thereof, for Thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation, and hast made us [them] unto 
our God Kings and Priests, and we [they] shall reign on 
the earth." Rev. v. 8, 9, 10. Various opinions have been 
held respecting the Living Creatures which appear in this vision. 
But all are agreed that the four and twenty Elders represent 
the Church redeemed from among men.* Well, when in this 
character they sing in such joyful expectation that they shall 
reign on the earth, Is that interpretation satisfactory, which 
explains their song as importing nothing more than that 
Christian principle should, at some future period, widely per- 
vade the world? No; it is Christian men, and that too as 
Christian men, who are anointed as kings to reign. Britons 
could not be said to reign in Portugal, for instance, though 
the British Constitution were adopted in that country, as the 
rule of government; nor even although all those who occupied 
the magistracy were personally natives of our isle, unless, as 
British men, they were appointed to rule for Britain's advan- 
tage and glory. As formerly, I believe that all the faithful, 
from the beginning till the First Resurrection, shall be per- 
sonally exalted to exercise these royal functions. But al- 
though the prophecy were understood as announcing merely 
the possession of imperial power at a future period, by that 
Institution which, at the time the apostle enjoyed his vision, 
was despised and persecuted, still it would be sufficient to 
warrant the terms of our proposition. 

Seventh. "And I saw thrones, and judgment was given unto 
them : and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and who had not 
worshipped the Beast, neither his Image, neither had received 
his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished. This is the First Resurrection. " Rev. xx. 4, 5. 
Let not our opponents be too hasty now, and, before they 
have been informed for what purpose I have brought forward 
this royal prediction, begin to say that the interpretation which 
resolves it into a literal resurrection is old and antiquated, and 
that they are determined to have nothing to do with these fan- 

♦ The words "them" and "they" inserted in brackets are according to the 
text preferred by Griesbach; but the change does not affect the sense of the 
passage, so long as the "us" keeps its place which is the objective of "re- 
deemed." And even although it also were displaced, the character of the 
Elders, as well as of the Living Creatures, might indeed be, affected, as being 
possibly different from redeemed human beings; but still th'eir song would be 
concerning the royalty of the Church. 
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cies of the Fathers. Those principles for which our opponents 
themselves contend, will suffice for my argument. They 
maintain that the martyrs shall not, at the time referred to, 
rise from their graves; but, that there shall only spring up a 
generation of men similar in character, and inspired with the 
same ardour of faith; Suppose this were correct; — what, I 
ask, are these men similar in character to do? Are they not 
to reign? to reign on the earth? and as being of martyr-like and 
devotedly Christian spirit? And should any one, slow in heart 
to believe what the prophets have spoken, regard the words 
by themselves as insufficient to determine what is the nature 
of the reign to which they refer — as if it might be a dominion 
of principles rather than a dominion of men — let him consult 
the preceding context, where he will perceive, that it is not 
only after the ecclesiastical j)ower of the False Prophet, but 
also after the civil power of the Beast, has been destroyed, that 
the saints come to the dominion, so as to leave no vacancy in 
the administration of the government of the earth. 

There remains another evidence of great force, which I 
shall immediately bring forward in support of the doctrine 
for which I at present plead; but along with the original one 
contained in the Sacred Kalendar, a stranger to the treatment 
which is generally given our hope, might suppose that these 
seven, so clear and direct, would surely be regarded as a 
sufficiency of demonstration, even by a mind considerably un- 
reasonable in its demand for satisfaction. Since in this con- 
troversy, however, as indeed in some others, there are many 
who are affected with an inexplicable perversity of judgment, 
it is requisite that I examine a passage of Scripture especially, 
which is frequently represented as being subversive of our 
doctrine. And I do so with the greater willingness, because 
the examination will accumulate the proof. 

It occurs John xviii. 36, "Jesus answered, my kingdom is 
not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the 
Jews; but now is my kingdom not from hence." Many urge 
this declaration of our Lord as sufficient of itself to demolish 
the whole of our system. 

In reply, I remark, first of all, that the passage is an ob- 
scure one; and that it is not the part of wisdom to derive its 
faith from what is obscure, in preference to what is luminous. 
That it is obscure, is evident from the circumstance that the 
advocates and opponents of church establishments take very 
different views of it. The former party maintain that there is 
nothing in it opposed to the system of the civil magistrate 
"taking order," by the force of the sword of course in cases 
58* 
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of resistance, that the truth of God be kept pure and entire, 
that heresies be suppressed, and that taxes be paid in support 
of a Christian ministry. All that they profess to see in it is 
an intimation that the Church is not an institution like the 
Roman empire, earthly and of human origin.* The opposite 
party maintain, on the other hand, that the passage is explicit 
in denying all right of the magistrate to interfere either in the 
way of controlling, regulating, or helping the Church, as the 
Church; and that it is dangerous presumption for him to touch 
its Ark. Unless one of the parties then be adjudged insincere 
and unconscientious in their pleading, this "discrepancy of 
opinion is a proof that the declaration is such as has been stated; 
but although it was less obscure than what it is thus shown to 
be, could it be more luminous in opposition to our views, 
than is the variety of evidence wljich I have produced in their 
favour? And why, in that case, would so many testimonies be 
made to yield to one which is not any clearer? Without re- 
ferring backward, however, to any of the eight which have 
been already instanced, I shall compare it with an additional 
one. 



GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

Chap, xviii. verse 36. Jesus 
answered, My Kingdom is not 
of this world. If my Kingdom 
were of this world then would 
my servant* fight that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews: But 
now is my Kingdom not from 
hence. 



APOCALYPSE OP JOHN. 

Chap. xi. verse 15. And the 
seventh angel sounded; .and there 
were great voices in heaven, say- 
ing, The Kingdoms of this 
world are become the King- 
dom of our Lord and his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and 
ever. 



Is the declaration, contained in the latter of these passages, 
that Christ's Kingdom is of this world, any less explicit than 
that contained in the former, that it is not of this world? Must 
we conclude then that the Word of God is self-contradictory, 
and give up both passages as mutually neutralizing one an- 
other's evidence? All truth forbid! The two are easily recon- 
ciled; the principle of solution being, that they refer to different 
states of the Church, at different periods of time. 

1. With respect to the first, I feel little difficulty in deciding 
for the interpretation common among dissenters, so long as 
they limit its application to the state of the Church on this side 

* It is difficult to arrive at the meaning of the advocates of Church esta- 
blishments in their attempted explanation of this text: and I am not sure that 
I have represented their opinion correctly. But if I have done so, Why, I 
ask, are so many objectors to our system found among them, on the principle 
that we violate the doctrine of the spirituality of Messiah's Kingdom? 



1 



i 



AN APOLOGY FOR MILLENNIAt DOCTRINE. 47 

of the millennial era. The accusers of our Lord understood his 
claiming the Messiahship as being tantamount to his claiming 
the external governorship of the world, and they carried Him 
before the Roman judge with the accusation in this latter form: 
so that the point at issue when He was tried there, was not the 
origin of his Kingdom, but its nature — whether it was such as 
to interfere with the authority of Cesar. Had He simply an- 
swered that it was not of earthly or human, but heavenly or 
divine institution, this would have been no proper answer to 
Pilate's question; for as was exemplified in the Jewish theo- 
cracy, a Kingdom might be established by Heaven, and yet be 
one of external force.* And since the answer was given as a 
denial of the charge of his enemies, and received as such by the 
judge, I cannot help saying, that the establishment of the Church 
by civil power under the present dispensation, appears to me 
inconsistent with the declaration of the blessed Redeemer. 
Our milleniary system, however, makes no such implication. 
It was his First Advent, and the Kingdom which He had come 
to erect at that time, of which our Lord was interrogated and 
judged. With the Kingdom of his Second Advent Pilate had 
nothing to do, more than if it had been the advent of a totally 
different person. Accordingly our opponents do not consider 
the declaration inconsistent with his coming in his Kingdom 
to execute external judgment on the workers of iniquity at the 
conclusion of this mundane system. — Although then our Lord 
had stopt short in his reply, without subjoining the last clause, 
his explanation would have been nowise at variance with our 
doctrine concerning the nature of his millennial reign. But 
lest he should be misapprehended, as disclaiming right of em- 
pire in the sense charged, not only for the present timfe, but 
all time to come, even at the bar of Pilate does He enter his 
protest against any misconstruction, and intimate that it is 
only for a season he makes no pretensions to the diadem of 
Cesar: — "If my kingdom were of this world then would my 
servants fight for me. But now is my kingdom not from 
hence." Why this qualification — this particularising of the 
present state — if his kingdom would not be of such a nature at 
some future period? How refreshing and invigorating it is for 
the soul, to think of the heroism with which the Man of Sor- 
rows, even in these circumstances of humiliation, defends his 
royal prerogative! at the risk too of being asked for explana- 

» The key of interpretation lies in the clause, "else would my servants fight," 
or use external force, evincing that both of the phrases "not of this world" and 
"not from hence," do not refer so much to the derivation of his Kingdom, as to 
its rank and order, — that H is not of the same class as the Kingdoms of this 
world, nor administered on similar principles. 
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